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TALLAHASSEE — Malik Beasley woke up at 5 a.m. on his 18th birthday. 
 
The guard, then committed to play basketball at Florida State, traveled 40 minutes so he could get in a workout with 
his strength trainer while his peers were still sleeping, then drove 40 minutes in the opposite direction to get to school. 
He made sure to find some time for extra practice in the afternoon as well. 
 
"You don't have to force him to do any of that. He's just found the love for the game," said Michael Beasley, Malik's 
father. 
 
Malik Beasley has enjoyed a strong freshman campaign for FSU, averaging 15.6 points and 5.3 rebounds per contest, 
although he's hit a recent rough patch. FSU (17-12, 7-10 ACC) is in a position where it must beat visiting Syracuse 
(19-11, 9-8 ACC) in its regular-season finale 2 p.m. Saturday (ESPN2) if it wants to remain in position to make the 
NCAA Tournament. Those postseason hopes, however, are likely tied to Beasley and his ability to get out of his 
untimely shooting woes. 
 
"Just have to stay happy. Shooting slumps happen," Beasley said. "Things aren't going the way I want, and I want to 
show the team that I'm there regardless of how I'm playing. If it's not shooting, it's defense, boxing out, diving on the 
floor. Even just clapping." 
 
The Seminoles are coming off a convincing 77-56 win over then No. 23 Notre Dame during which they exhibited just 
how dangerous they can be if they are engaged on both ends of the court for an entire game. Beasley went just 1 of 8 
from the field and scored four points, but he contributed by adding six rebounds and three assists. 
 
FSU was victorious despite Beasley's continued skid. However, the Seminoles were previously on a five-game losing 
streak and it is no coincidence that Beasley's play dropped as well. Beasley scored in double figures in his first 24 
games, but has reached double digits just once in his last five outings and is 16 of 49 from the field (32.7 percent) in 
that span. 
 
This comes after a scorching start to his career. At one point in early February, as pointed out by Yahoo Sports, 
Beasley was the only freshman guard in the country to average more than 20 points per 40 minutes while shooting 
better than 55 percent from the field and 40 percent from 3-point territory. 
 
Those closest to Beasley believe he can get back to that sort of efficiency. 
 
Drew Catlett, Beasley's prep coach at Alpharetta St. Francis High in Georgia, has seen hundreds of high-quality players 
during his time coaching college programs such as West Virginia and Georgia State, but Beasley stands out. 
"He may be the hardest worker I've had in 30 years," Catlett said. "He would bring an assistant [coach] with him to 
the gym and make 500 shots in the afternoon as a senior. 
 
"And I remember watching his dad holding this bungee cord as Malik pulled him. …I'm sure he's getting extra shots 
up now [during his shooting struggles]." 
 
Catlett has received about a half-dozen inquiries about Beasley from NBA teams, with one franchise sending a scout 
to St. Francis to talk to teachers, administrators and anyone else who knew Beasley. His work ethic, Catlett said, 
enabled Beasley to blossom from a gangly 6-foot-1 sophomore into a player who is pegged as a possible first-round 
draft pick by some websites. 
 
The other reason to believe Beasley can get his stroke back in time for the postseason is his mental makeup. It is an 
odd dichotomy: Beasley is gritty as a player, taking pride in his defense, hustle and overall energy. But he's also easy 
going. 
 



 
That comes partially because both of his parents are professional thespians and his grandfather, John Beasley, has 
been in movies such as Rudy and The Purge: Anarchy. Beasley himself is taking theatrical classes and was an extra 
in Tyler Perry’s Diary of a Mad Black Woman. 
 
"That's definitely helped him. He's used to having success in a certain way and used to being in the limelight," Michael 
Beasley said. "He's not shell-shocked when things happen, that's why we're not in a rush for anything to happen." 
 
By "anything to happen", Michael Beasley — himself a former pro basketball player for leagues in Central America 
and overseas — means deciding whether Beasley will declare for the NBA draft or not. Beasley's unique background 
enables his family to make a decision based on what's best for him as a basketball player and absent of financial 
implications. 
 
"He has a different perspective," Michael Beasley said. "We don't have to rush, don't have to be emotional…everyone 
is going to promise you the world. From being in the acting industry, we know nothing is done till it's done. It's an 
option that we have to think of, but right now we're focused on the last couple games. …It's his journey. We're not in 
a rush." 
 
Currently, getting his jumper right is all Beasley is worried about. 
 
"I saw how efficient I was and that's pretty good, but you don't want to get ahead of yourself," Beasley said. "I want 
to stay efficient and staying in the gym helps that."  
 


