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Syracuse, N.Y. — They knew each other before they made their official visits to Florida State. Still, Malik Beasley 
and Dwayne Bacon had no idea they would be on the Seminole campus together until someone mentioned the 
coincidence. 
 
"So we were like, 'Oh, well, I'll see you there,'" Bacon said. "And we started talking when we got there." 
 
Their families interacted with each other, with the coaching staff and with current FSU players. By dinner time, 
Beasley and Bacon had arrived at a momentous decision. They would commit to FSU. They would announce their 
choice to coach Leonard Hamilton before they left Tallahassee. 
 
"We told him that night," Beasley said. "We were all at his house at dinner. We all told everybody then." 
"Both our families came together and we talked about it," Bacon said. "We talked to Coach Ham and said we both 
decided to commit." 
 
Beasley said there was "a lot of smiling" after the revelation. In one day, FSU secured commitments from two Top 30 
recruits. 
 
Beasley was an acclaimed 6-foot-5 shooting guard from the Atlanta area who blended explosive athleticism with a 
scorer's mentality. Bacon was an equally applauded McDonald's All-American, a 6-foot-7 penetrating Florida guard 
who relentlessly attacked the rim.  
 
The magnitude of that commitment moment continues to resonate for the Seminoles, who visit the Carrier Dome at 7 
p.m. Thursday.  
 
Bacon and Beasley lead FSU in scoring. Beasley averages 18 points and 5.5 rebounds in conference games. Bacon 
averages 14.5 points and 6.3 rebounds. Both FSU freshmen are among the ACC's top scorers. They are also providing 
solid board support to a Seminole team that ranks ninth in the ACC in rebounding margin. 
 
"They're high-level athletes with the ability to score the ball, they've got high character, they've got great attitude, 
they're coachable," Hamilton said. "I'm not surprised at all that they are having a level of success. And they're team 
guys. They're humble enough to understand that their success is tied in to the success of the team." 
 
Beasley said he and Bacon knew Florida State needed them to offer an infusion of offense, to provide a boost to a 
team that had struggled to score at times last season, especially from the perimeter. Their success this year, he said, 
stems from a summer and early season workload aimed at preparing them to play against some of the best college 
basketball teams in the nation. 
 
Still, Bacon said, he's "kind of surprised" by how quickly the pair has influenced FSU's basketball fate. The Seminoles 
have won four straight games and like Syracuse are 6-5 in the ACC. 
 
"Mild shock," is how Bacon summarized the pair's swift success. Bacon has been a four-time winner of the ACC's 
rookie of the week award. 
 
Bacon believes his ability to attack, to put constant pressure on a defense has aided his basketball insurgence. 
According to hoop-math.com, Bacon gets 45 percent of his shots at the rim and makes 65 percent of those shots.  
 
"I'm just using the gift God gave me. He gave me the gift to score the ball. That's what they brought me here for — to 
be one of the scorers," Bacon said. "That's what I've been trying to do — do all I can to help the team win." 
Beasley is converting 73 percent of his shots at the rim and has been the better perimeter threat. He's shooting 42 
percent from the 3-point line. He's also converting 86 percent of his free throws, sixth-best in the ACC. The young 
guard has scored in double figures in every game this season. 



 
"I think the best thing is my motor and how I play the whole game," Beasley said. "I'm always energized and hyped.  
Never giving up." 
 
Without speaking specifically about any of his freshmen, Hamilton said Monday he wants them to understand the 
intensity and the focus required for each moment, each game, each opportunity. He wants them, too, to commit to 
playing defense. 
 
"I'm going to wait to say how good they are and how much of a contribution they make," he said, "when I see how far 
we go this season." 
 
The play of Bacon and Beasley, though, has inserted the Seminoles into the national basketball conversation. Long a 
football school, FSU has invested in its young basketball prodigies. At a recent game, patrons were treated to free 
bacon. A couple students attend home games dressed like bacon strips.  
 
Bacon proclaimed bacon to be "probably my favorite food." Beasley said he "love(s) bacon so much." The two seemed 
amused by FSU's bacon-inspired promotions. 
 
"I feel like it's a lot of positive energy, a lot of motivation," Bacon said.  
 
The two young Seminoles, bound by their mutual decision to attend FSU, have become good friends. They play video 
games and spend time "just chilling, hanging out." They are aware of their growing celebrity. But both players pointed 
to the NCAA Tournament as an ultimate affirmation. FSU has not made the tournament field since 2012.  
 
Bacon and Beasley are hoping to help change that.  
 
"We just wanted to come and rebuild," Bacon said. "I think we're going to have a great chance to go to the tournament 
this year and make a run at it. We just gotta keep winning." 
 
 


