
Showstopper Beasley Gives Florida State Men A Boost 
By Tim Linafelt, Senior Writer 
December 5, 201 
Seminoles.com 
 
Show business runs in Malik Beasley’s family. 
 
His grandfather, John Beasley, has enjoyed a 25-year acting career that includes credits in “Rudy,” “The Mighty 
Ducks” and “The Sum Of All Fears.” 
 
Malik’s father, Michael, has carried on the family tradition, playing supporting roles in “Flight” and HBO’s TV 
series “Eastbound and Down,” among others, and his mother, Deena, has modeled around the world while also 
appearing in films like “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire” and “Bad Lieutenant.” 
 
So it comes as no surprise that Malik has a flair for the theatric. But although Beasley has done a little acting himself 
– most notably in a Delta Airlines commercial as a child – he’s since traded Tinseltown for a starring role in 
Tallahassee. 
 
A 6-5 shooting guard on the Florida State men’s basketball team, Beasley is part of a heralded freshman class that 
has the Seminoles dreaming big this season. 
 
When Beasley returns to his hometown of Atlanta for Sunday’s matchup against Virginia Commonwealth, he’ll 
arrive as the highest-scoring freshman in the nation with 20.0 points per game. His teammate, Dwayne Bacon (19.0), 
is third. 
 
“Most actors just try to act and do what they do (with only their talent),” Beasley said.  “My parents and grandpa 
took classes, read books and learned from the best. And that’s what I’m doing on the basketball court.” 
 
He’s certainly off to a fast start. 
 
Beasley made a roaring introduction during FSU’s preseason slam-dunk contest, where although he didn’t claim the 
title (that honor went to Bacon), he certainly proved to be the most ambitious. 
 
With teammates trying a variety of windmill, 360 and tomahawk dunks, Beasley wowed the crowd by attempting to 
throw down some oversized bounce passes. 
 
That came from the upper deck of the Civic Center. 
 
“Yeah, he’s got a lot of that in him as a showman,” Michael Beasley said. “He’s a really nice guy, but don’t mistake 
his kindness for weakness. He’s an assassin on the court.” 
 
He’s shown off that side plenty, too. 
 
Attacking defenses with his speedy athleticism as well as an accurate jump shot, Beasley leads the Seminoles in 
points scored, shooting (58.6 percent), 3-point shooting (53.3 percent) and free throws (75.9 percent). 
 
Beasley is also tied for second on the team with 26 rebounds and has added seven steals on the defensive end. And 
as a result, the Seminoles are 4-2, rank 11th nationally in team scoring (88.7 points per game) and are a combined 
eight points away from an undefeated record. 
 
“I like the way he plays,” said Bacon, who struck up a friendship with Beasley during the recruiting process and 
committed to FSU after the two shared an official visit. 
 
“He’s a great shooter and he thinks (on the floor). He’s going to be a great player and we’re just looking forward to 
the future.” 
 



Although Michael Beasley says his son “had a ball in his hand since he could walk,” he didn’t really bloom as a 
basketball player until his sophomore year at Saint Francis Academy in Alpharetta, Ga. 
 
With parents who travelled around the globe – Michael played professional basketball in Chile, the Dominican 
Republic and Puerto Rico, and Deena modeled on runways in Paris, Milan and London – Malik was brought up with 
a worldly perspective. 
 
If he wanted to play basketball, great. If he wanted to pursue interests, that was OK, too. 
 
“We tried to get our kids to understand that there’s a bigger place than Atlanta, Georgia, out there in the world,” 
Michael Beasley said. “So he has a different perspective than a lot of kids. 
 
“He just fell in love with (basketball).” 
 
And although he stars on the hardwood rather than the silver screen, Beasley hasn’t totally given up acting, in a 
sense. 
 
He’s studied a who’s who list of basketball stars, hoping to emulate the best part of each player’s skillset as he puts 
on his own performances for the Seminoles. 
 
“I model my game off a lot of superstars and a lot of role players,” Beasley said. “Kawhi Leonard’s defense, Chris 
Paul’s leadership, LeBron’s physicality, Steph Curry’s shot. Michael Jordan, of course. 
 
“I look at all of them, try to watch film on them and take it in.” 
 

 


