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Devon Bookert deserves to play in the NCAA Tournament. 
 
He won’t, though, unless the Florida State men’s basketball team goes on a miracle run next week at the ACC 
Tournament in Washington D.C. 
 
Which is a shame for Bookert. Truly. Because the senior guard has given everything he has for the Seminoles this 
season, trying to reach the Big Dance for the first time in his college career. 
 
“He has not had one bad day of practice this entire year,” FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton said. “He has been on 
point. ... He is the kind of guy that you want others to emulate.” 
 
Bookert came to Florida State in a class that included Aaron Thomas, Robert Gilchrist, Boris Bojanovsky, Montay 
Brandon and Michael Ojo. 
 
Ojo has been hurt all year. Thomas and Gilchrist aren’t here anymore. Bojanovsky and Brandon are two of the nicest 
kids I’ve ever covered, but have struggled at times making an impact in the ACC. 
 
Then there’s Bookert. He’s improved so much over the last three years that he’s like a different player. Once a liability 
on defense he’s now FSU’s best perimeter defender. And he’s shooting 49 percent from 3-point range in ACC games 
— a mark that leads the conference. 
 
But what has really stuck out about the Alaska native this season is just how hard he plays. Every minute. Of every 
game. Whether the Seminoles are up 15 or down 15 he’s still diving for loose balls. Still locked in on defense, trying 
to be as big a pest as possible. Still giving maximum effort. 
 
All the time. 
 
“I think it is an urgency as a senior and trying to make the NCAA Tournament,” Bookert said. “I just wanted to just 
leave it all out there and just try to play every possession like it was one of my last possessions I would get to play.” 
You might read that and say, “Well, fat load of good that did ya, Devon. You’re still not getting to the NCAA 
Tournament.” 
 
But that misses the point. 
 
Sometimes in life we don’t reach our goals. That doesn’t mean the journey was a failure. 
 
Don’t judge his effort, his performance by the win-loss column. That doesn’t do him justice. Not this season. In which 
Bookert has been Florida State’s emotional leader and tried — sometimes all by himself — to energize a young team 
that would too often lose its defensive intensity. 
 
Bookert has given his very best. Every time he’s stepped on the floor. 
“He has been a soldier,” Hamilton said. “He has been the ultimate Seminole. He has been a guy that has done 
everything that we have asked him to do. I can’t say enough about what he has meant to our team this year from all 
aspects. He never complains. 
 
“He is a winner. He cheers for his teammates. He is one of those guys that has everything in perspective.” 
 
He won’t leave Florida State having played in an NCAA Tournament game, but that doesn’t mean Devon Bookert 
hasn’t left behind a legacy. 
 



“What I hope to pass on to them is that whatever they do ... when they are playing, just try to leave it all out there,” 
Bookert said. “Just do the small things. Just leave your heart out there.” 
 
Said sophomore guard Xavier Rathan-Mayes: “He’s just a special guy, special player and special person. He’s 
definitely going to be missed in the program.” 
 
Thanks to Bookert, the underclassmen on this team now know what 100 percent effort looks like. They’ve seen that 
magic level up close. For six months. That can only be a benefit heading into next season. 
 
And when this season ends, Rathan-Mayes and the rest of the Seminoles should go to the soft-spoken senior and thank 
him for how hard he played for them this year. 
 
Devon Bookert deserves that, too. 
 


