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A young Xavier Rathan-Mayes used to sit at the courts outside his childhood home in Scarborough, Ontario for hours, just to 
watch the older guys play basketball. His mother used to have to tear him from the court crying, he loved the game so much. 
 
It makes sense that the sport runs through Mayes' veins. His father, Tharon Mayes, played his college ball at Florida State, where 
he made a name for himself as one of the school's best players. 
 
"I remember being young, always telling my dad, telling my mom that I'm gonna go where my dad went and break all his 
records," Rathan-Mayes said. 
 
Basketball was what the young Canadian guard was weaned on, it's what drove him to spend hours in the gym and on the court, 
from AAU teams to prep schools with prestigious basketball programs. It was the thing Xavier Rathan Mayes committed his life 
towards perfecting. 
 
And one day it was gone. 
 
"It was the toughest thing I'd ever had to go through," Rathan-Mayes said. "Having the thing I love most taken from me, not 
being able to play, not being able to practice, it was like nothing I'd ever experienced before." 
 
The NCAA ruled that some of his coursework Rathan-Mayes took part in high school did not satisfy their requirements and 
suspended the freshman from participating in the basketball program for the entirety of his first year at Florida State. 
 
Rathan-Mayes, so used to having basketball serve as an integral part of his daily routine, was lost without its comforting 
presence. Barred from both the practice facility and the arena where his father left his legacy, Rathan-Mayes sunk into 
depression. 
 
"When it first happened it just felt like my world was coming to an end, the thing I love most was taken–it was gone," Rathan-
Mayes said. "There were days when I cried and cried in the house to my mom." 
 
Yet in these dark hours, Rathan-Mayes looked to the safety net his parents built him long ago. It was in them that time and time 
again the young Canadian could find shelter from the tempest that comes along with being a highly touted prospect. 
 
"The only person that was really able to relate to me was my father, in the sense that he had a year where he couldn't play too," 
Rathan-Mayes said. 
 
Rathan-Mayes, who started playing organized ball at the age of five, grew up in a new era in basketball recruiting. Future NBA 
stars are getting found in middle school nowadays, and those responsible for the discovering are always looking out to get their 
piece. With so many AAU coaches, potential endorsers and college recruiters flitting in and out of Rathan-Mayes' life, his parents 
kept him insulated and grounded. 
 
"My mom and dad really never wanted it to get to the point where somebody could claim me, somebody could say that they've 
done such and such for me," Rathan-Mayes said. 
 
That grounding is part of the reason why Rathan-Mayes choose to take his talents to Florida State. He didn't want to go to a big 
time program as an assembly-line recruit, he wanted, in his words, "to go somewhere and do something special." 
 
Tallahassee would seem an unlikely destination for a member of Canada's newest rising class. Rathan-Mayes helped Canada's 
AAU team light up the circuit, which ended up shining a light on the young guard as well as his fellow teammates Tyler Ennis 
and Andrew Wiggins, now both in the NBA. 
 
Canada still has a special place in Rathan-Mayes' heart, reflected quite literally by the sprawling Toronto skyline he has tattooed 
on his chest. 
 
"We represent our country each and every time we go out on the court, no matter if we're playing for Canada or playing for our 
respective universities," Rathan-Mayes said. "That's something I always carry with me." 
 



But his father's legacy was something that drew him to FSU like a moth to a flame, that desire he had from a very young age to 
live up to the Mayes name, to surpass it. Despite missing out on his freshman year, Rathan-Mayes has already begun etching his 
name into Florida State's history book. 
 
His breakout sophomore campaign last year was highlighted by a shower of points in the form of 30 in four and a half minutes 
against an awed Miami defense. 
 
"I felt like nobody was there, it was quiet," Rathan-Mayes said. "It was a pretty amazing feeling. I've never been in a zone like 
that in my entire life. I've had a 60-point game, a 55-point game but 30 in four and a half minutes is just crazy." 
 
While admitting to taking everything the proverbial one-day-at-a-time, the 6-4 guard keeps one eye on the rafters, citing his NBA 
comp as Deron Williams: A big, physical point guard that, in his heyday, bullied defenders on offense into getting the shots he 
wants. 
 
He still has a ways to go as a player; he readily admits that his shot selection has to reflect his newfound role on the team as a 
playmaker, not just for himself but others. But already three years into his time at the program, Rathan-Mayes has been thrust in 
the leadership role to the crop of blue-chip freshman Florida State has coming. 
 
"It's a pretty cool feeling," Rathan-Mayes said. "But I've worked for that, with the season I had last year, the respect that I gained, 
I can be that guy for our freshman this year." 
 
The hardships may have weathered Rathan Mayes, but they made him better. He now turns his eyes to a future to rival his father's 
at Florida State and even his childhood friend's early mark on the NBA. 
 
"[Andrew Wiggins] is my best friend and always will be for life," Rathan-Mayes said of his high-school teammate turned 
budding NBA superstar. "He's there for me and I'm extremely, extremely happy for him and everything he's done for himself," 
 
"Now it's my turn." 
 


