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The men’s basketball team is just days away from its season opener on Sunday afternoon and on the brink of their 
newest attempt to make the tournament. 
 
While post-season play is certainly on everyone’s minds, senior Montay Brandon has a special vested interest in a bid 
this year. It will be his last chance to take the post-season stage on what would be a first time experience for the fourth-
year veteran. 
 
“My focus is just get Florida State basketball back to how it was before I got here my freshman year, when they won 
the ACC championship," Brandon said. "That’s the main thing- just put us back on top to where we were." 
 
The senior guard came in as a freshman just after the ‘Noles took the ACC crown in 2012, but never had the 
opportunity to make it there himself. To Brandon, his drive is to take the program back to the level Coach Hamilton 
built it up to, a program that he describes as “on the rise.” But even beyond a conference championship, he has his 
long-term sights set on March. 
 
“Making the tournament, that’s all we talk about– me and my teammates, the other four seniors, it’s all we talk about,” 
Brandon commented. 
 
While this desire is no different than years past, the hunger of this team is. 
 
“In years past there’s always been something that went wrong, whether it was injuries or something. But this year we 
finally have the depth and everything that can get us over the hump to make the tournament,” Brandon said. 
 
The North Carolina native came in as a four-star recruit, immediately proving his worth through athleticism and 
position diversity. He continued to uphold that reliability throughout his years with the ‘Noles as a starter all three 
years. When asked how he felt about being 9 starts away from 100, making him only one of eight Seminoles to ever 
achieve the feat in school history, Brandon was not even aware of the stat. 
 
“That’s a surreal feeling,” Brandon noted. 
 
His humility and focus on W’s for Florida State basketball, rather than himself, is what the coaching staff saw in 
Brandon to award him the past two consecutive "Unsung Hero Awards" at Honors Banquet. It’s due to his desire to 
place the team over self, the kind of unselfish spirit that Coach Hamilton swears by. 
 
“I do a lot of things that the casual fan won’t see. My game isn’t flashy. I’ll do the dirty things or the small things– 
guard the team’s best player, or if I have to play point guard, I’ll do that, or power forward, I’ll do that too,” Brandon 
said. “Just whatever they ask me to do, I’ve done that since I’ve been here.” 
 
It is probably no coincidence that he models his game after Andre Iguodala, a player known for his athleticism and 
ability to play multiple positions. It is also fitting that Brandon does not bring up a game-winning point or PR stat 
when asked of his favorite aspect of Seminole basketball, but rather how he is humbled by the opportunity to play in 
the ACC. 
 
As a reliable guy on the court, for his coaches, or for his teammates, Brandon is the kind of player championship teams 
are built on. 
 
Demonstrating a “lead by example” ethic on and off the court is what has made him a cornerstone foundation for what 
this team could potentially achieve in the 2016 season. While it is his fourth and final year to make it to the tournament, 
the three-year waiting trial of a group seasoned seniors could be the exact ingredient needed to mix with a bundle of 
fresh blood to take the Seminoles to new heights as a program. 
 


