
Whisnant likes the look of orange 
Teammates say sophomore guard a legit scoring threat 
12:14 AM, Oct 29, 2012   |    
Written by 
Jim Lamar 
Democrat associate editor 
 
It’s not simply a green light that Florida State men’s basketball coach Leonard Hamilton has given Terry 
Whisnant. Nope, this invitation to shoot the basketball can best be described as an orange light. 
 
“I told Terry if he can see the orange on the rim then it’s a good shot,” Hamilton said. “I want him to 
understand that.” 
 
That is an incredible vote of confidence for a guard who played in just 11 of FSU’s Atlantic Coast 
Conference games a season ago. Whisnant, a sophomore from Cherryville, N.C., reached double figures 
just eight times last season – in minutes played, that is. 
 
His best scoring efforts came against UNC-Greensboro and Florida, when he scored 11 points in each of 
the December games a year ago. By the time the Seminoles entered ACC play, Whisnant found himself 
scrapping for playing time on a roster loaded with veterans. 
 
He played a total of two minutes in the ACC Tournament and then two more in the NCAA Tournament. 
He did not attempt a shot in either. Yet, as the Seminoles open their 2012-13 season with an exhibition 
game against Lincoln Memorial on Tuesday night, Whisnant is one of the key pieces on a team expected 
to compete for another ACC championship. 
 
“Terry is one of the guys people are sleeping on,” FSU senior Michael Snaer said. “He didn’t play much. 
He got lost in the shuffle a little bit. He’s one of the guys we expect to really contribute this year. Even if 
he comes off the bench, he’s definitely one of those guys who can light it up.” 
 
Whether he starts Whisnant or not, Hamilton envisions the 6-foot-3 shooting guard to serve in a similar 
role as Ian Miller last season. Miller did not start a single game but still ranked third on the team in 
scoring with 10.4 points per game. 
 
Hamilton believes Whisnant has the same ability to give the scoreboard operator a workout. That’s why 
he has made it a point this offseason to tell his players that the orange light is always flashing for 
Whisnant. 
 
“I don’t give everybody that freedom,” Hamilton said. 
 
“But I want him to know that I believe in him and I want him to be more aggressive. Our players play to 
him. They feel the same way I do. I want him to have confidence.” 
 
Whisnant says he puts in the extra practice time to make sure most of his shots do, indeed, go in the 
basket. He spends hours weekly firing shots into the automated “Shoot-A-Way” machine that not only 
rebounds each shot he takes but records the number of makes and misses. His goal, he said, is to make 
at least 72 percent of his 3-point attempts in each shooting session. 



 
This past summer, he took 1,500 shots in one workout, making “800-and-something of them.” 
 
Making shots has never been a problem for Whisnant. He scored more than 2,500 points in a four-year 
varsity career at Cherryville High, breaking the Gaston County scoring record once held by his father. 
 
Whisnant also became the first player from a Class 1A public school to win the state’s Mr. Basketball 
award in 2011 after averaging 32 points a game as a senior. 
 
He once scored 46 points in a game – on what he said was only 15 shot attempts – and made 124 3-
pointers his senior year. 
 
But earning playing time in Hamilton’s program involves a whole lot more than just making shots. 
 
Playing well on the defensive end of the court is even more important on a team that annually ranks 
among the nation’s best in field-goal percentage defense. 
 
Hamilton said he thinks Whisnant can bring a defensive spark to the Seminoles as well. He wants him to 
be in a position to relieve Snaer as FSU’s best on-ball defender. 
 
“I can play ‘D,’” Whisnant said. 
 
“Coach gets on me about that. He wants me to be a defensive presence and stop the ball.” 
 
Though Whisnant has yet to see the glow of the orange light during a game, he seems excited to be 
talking about a season in which he is expected to make a major contribution. 
 
That wasn’t the case a year ago, when he was forced to watch and learn from FSU’s seniors. 
 
“I had to wait my turn,” Whisnant said. 
 
“I had to be happy for my teammates and continue working hard in practices and try to get better each 
day.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


