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Michael Snaer had a mission four years ago when he arrived in Tallahassee as one of the most heralded recruits in 
Florida State history. 
 
The California native didn’t just want to score some points and win some games, he wanted to help change a 
program. 
 
Which is exactly what he did, after turning down offers from traditional powers like Kansas and UCLA to play for 
Leonard Hamilton. 
 
“I really wanted to come to Florida State and as a competitor take that challenge of not just adding to tradition, just 
being another notch, but actually starting something and being something huge and making something meaningful,” 
Snaer said. 
 
Which he was able to do over a four-year career that included three NCAA Tournaments, a Sweet 16 appearance 
and the program’s first-ever ACC championship. 
 
“Ever since I’ve been here we were always like the first team to do this or the first team to do that,” Snaer said. “Or 
the first time we’ve done this since 19-whatever. It feels to good to hear those kinds of things and know all your 
hard work is paying off and you’re really making a difference somewhere.” 
 
When Hamilton talks about Snaer’s legacy he doesn’t mention the ACC Most Outstanding Player award. Or the six-
game winners. Or even the fact that the former McDonald’s All-American finished eighth on the all-time scoring list 
at Florida State. 
 
No, for the head coach, Snaer’s legacy is something else entirely. 
 
“When he came it was different,” Hamilton said. “He decided that if I’m going to get into the lineup and I’m going 
to play I need to learn how to guard somebody. He didn’t start the first few games as a freshman, but his defense 
was so good we had to put him on the floor. And not very many high school all-americans will do that. They want to 
shoot, have an offensive mind. 
“But he turned it around and said I know I can score but let me make my mark and give the team what they need -- a 
defensive stopper. That’s going to be something he carries with him into the future, and he will always be a 
representative of the type of mentality that he brought to the program.” 
 
He also brought an incredible ability to hit game-winning shots. So, so many game-winning shots. 
Snaer wound up hitting enough - six in total over the last two years - that his last name became a verb among college 
basketball fans when he’d hit another one. As in, “Maryland just got Snaer’d.” 
 
The day following his career-ending 71-66 loss to Louisiana Tech in the first round of the NIT, Snaer was asked if 
he could appreciate how he will be forever etched in program history for his late-game heroics. 
 
“I can’t appreciate it as much as I know I will in the future,” Snaer said. “But I can definitely still appreciate it now. 
Just having my career here and looking back on it and knowing what I’ve meant on this program and what this 
program has meant to me. 
 
“I can definitely appreciate it.” 
 


