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GREENSBORO — Montay Brandon always considered himself a good defender.  
 
Then the lean 6-foot-7 point guard from Greensboro arrived at Florida State as a freshman.  
 
And he found out he was wrong.  
 
“I’ve definitely learned a lot about defense,” Brandon said. “Just playing better man-to-man defense, better help-side 
defense, every aspect of playing defense. I actually thought I was a good defensive player until I got here. It didn’t 
take long to realize: ‘Oh, boy, I’ve got a lot to learn.’ ”  
 
Turns out, all the Seminoles had a lot to learn. The defending ACC tournament champion got six first-place votes in 
the preseason poll. Miami, North Carolina and Virginia combined for none. 
 
Sixth-seeded Florida State (17-14) will open the ACC tournament against Clemson (13-17) at 9:30 p.m. today at the 
Greensboro Coliseum. It’s been a long season for the Seminoles, who must get to Sunday’s final to have even a sniff 
at returning to the NCAA tournament.  
 
“We had seven new guys, and we thought we were ready,” Brandon said. “All of us are confident players, and we 
really thought we were ready. Well, we weren’t. We’ve been humbled. But now we’re ready now.”  
 
Brandon, 19, grew up in Greensboro and went to Frazier Elementary and Allen Middle schools before his freshman 
year at Northeast Guilford.  
 
He transferred to High Point’s Wesleyan Christian Academy as a sophomore, and he blossomed into one of the 
nation’s best guard prospects, averaging 19 points and four assists as a senior.  
 
He is averaging 3.6 points per game for Florida State, but only three players on his team have played more minutes. 
Injuries to Devon Bookert and Ian Miller thrust Brandon into the starting lineup at point guard early this season.  
 
Maybe too early.  
 
“Montay was thrown right in before he had proper time to adjust,” Seminoles coach Leonard Hamilton said. “And 
it’s a huge adjustment to go from being the attack-type of finisher his high school needed to now being in a lead 
position. You’re trying to lead people when you really don’t even know what you’re supposed to be doing yourself. 
… He’ll be better down the road for having gone through the experience. Even now, he’s playing a lot more 
relaxed.”  
 
Brandon has 55 turnovers this season, but just one in his last seven games – a span of 90 minutes on the court.  
And he’s embraced Hamilton’s defense-first style of play.  
 
“You can never relax playing defense at this level. Never,” Brandon said. “Sometimes at the high school level you 
can take breaks. You can get away with letting your mind lapse. But here, if you blink for a second, somebody is 
going to score on you. … I’ve grown to love defense. My juice used to come from scoring. But this year, playing 
defense is where I get my juice from.”  
 


