
Brandon steps up for Seminoles 
Feb. 16, 2014  
Greer Smith 
High Point Enterprise 
 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. -- Standing outside the Florida State locker room, Montay Brandon wore a wide smile of 
satisfaction on Saturday night. 
 
Minutes earlier, the Seminoles had finished off Wake Forest, allowing the former Wesleyan Christian Academy star 
to do well in front of family, friends and other well-wishers. 
 
“There were several here,” Brandon said. “It’s a lot of different for them to see me play in person than on 
television.” 
 
He made his mark when it mattered. With the score tied at 55, Brandon made a free throw to put FSU in front for 
good with 3:14 left. On FSU’s next possession, he drove for a layup, sparking an 8-0 run that put the Seminoles in 
control on the way to a 67-60 victory. 
 
“I just felt that I needed to try and make a play,” Brandon said. “Wake was getting some momentum so I just tried to 
make some plays so we could come out of here with a win.” 
 
The win brought a bright spot to a team that had lost five of its previous six games and six of eight after starting 8-2. 
It came as the Seminoles look ahead to a week in which they play red-hot North Carolina tonight and powerful 
Pittsburgh on Sunday. 
 
“It was nice to get this win, but we can’t celebrate it too much because we’ve got a tough game coming up (tonight 
against the Tar Heels),” Brandon said. 
 
Brandon has started all 26 games this season after starting 22 of 32 last year. He’s played on the wing this year after 
starting 22 games at point guard as a freshman last year. 
 
“The main thing is that it is more natural for me because I’ve played wing most of my life,” Brandon said. “Even 
though I have the ball-handling ability, when you’re at the point, you’ve got to think about more people than just 
yourself. When you are on the wing, you can think about what you’re doing a little more.” 
 
Brandon came into Saturday’s game averaging 8.3 points, 4.9 rebounds and 28.3 minutes per game. Against the 
Demon Deacons, he was just below his averages with eight points and three rebounds but stayed on the court for 35 
minutes, including al 20 minutes in the second half. 
 
He was also the primary defender on Deacon forward Travis McKie, who managed 14 points and hit four of eight 
field goals. McKie scored 10 points in the second half but never got on a hot streak.   
 
“That’s my job to guard one of the best players,” Brandon said. “I relish guarding the toughest people. I’ve guarded 
C.J. (Fair of Syracuse) and K.J. (McDaniels of Clemson). Basically, whoever the best player is, I normally guard.” 
Some of Brandon’s shots didn’t look textbook as he hit two of his five attempts from the field, but he did make four 
of six from the line. 
 
“He’s had some moments when he’s made some real outstanding plays and some moments when he’s looked like a 
sophomore this season,” FSU coach Leonard Hamilton said. “What happens with young players is they want 
progress without going through the process, and sometimes that causes anxiety. He is a great competitor and 
teammate. He lays his heart out each time he plays. Sometimes when he’s not playing as well as we wants to, he 
puts extra pressure on himself. But, a lot of times, my kids are better as juniors and seniors than they are as 
sophomores and freshmen.” 
  
 


