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Devon Bookert didn't grow up a 3-point shooting prodigy. In fact, it wasn't that many years ago that Bookert's father 
first started letting him shoot from long range at all.  

Like many young basketball players, Bookert developed bad habits when he tried to hoist 3-pointers in his pre-high 
school days. So Kevin Bookert limited his son to shooting from mid-range at the farthest. It wasn't until Devon's 
freshman year in high school that he started to get the green light. And as he prepares to enter his senior year at Florida 
State, Bookert hasn't stopped shooting since.  

Bookert, who will lead the FSU men's basketball team into its first preseason exhibition this Monday night at the Civic 
Center, ranks fifth in school history with a career 3-point shooting percentage of 43.3. And with a strong final 
campaign, FSU's coaches believe there's a strong chance he could finish atop the all-time list.  

"This kid is going to leave here the highest 3-point percentage shooter in the history of the program," FSU assistant 
coach Charlton Young said. "That's a heck of an accomplishment. There's been a lot of big-time players to come 
through Florida State. For him to be the highest-percentage guy, that tells you how well he can stroke the ball."  

It didn't come easy.  

Starting with the summer following his freshman year at West Anchorage High, the Alaska native devised a shooting 
ritual that helped him develop nearly flawless shooting mechanics. Every day, he would head to a local fitness center 
or a park near his home and put up hundreds of shots.  

Moving between seven different spots -- the corner, the wing and the elbow-extended on each side of the court, plus 
the top of the key -- Bookert would shoot until he had drained 500 3-pointers. If he had someone helping, he could 
finish it off in about 90 minutes. By himself, it could take 2 ½ hours.  

"In Alaska in the summertime, the sun doesn't go down," Bookert said. "So you have a lot more time in the day."  

He would shoot from inside the arc as well, but the 6-foot, 3-inch Bookert knew that perimeter shooting would be the 
key to fulfilling his dream of playing big-time college basketball. By the time he was a senior, Bookert would be 
named Gatorade Player of the Year in Alaska and earn a number of major scholarship offers. He ultimately chose FSU 
over a slew of Pac-12 schools.  

When he arrived in Tallahassee in the summer of 2012, Bookert immediately impressed FSU's coaches and staffers 
with his outside shooting. From the first time he hit the Seminoles' practice courts, he could knock down 3-pointer 
after 3-pointer with alarming consistency.  

"He shoots the ball the right way," Young said. "Some kids that shoot a lot when they're young actually do more harm 
than good because they don't have good form. Shooting a ton of shots really hurts them. But Book, because of his high 
school coaches and his AAU coaches and his father, he shoots the ball the right way. And he works at it."  

As a freshman, Bookert established himself as one of the ACC's top shooters, connecting on 32 of 61 attempts from 
3-point range. At 52.5 percent, that stands as the single-best season in school history in terms of accuracy.  

One year later, Bookert increased his total to 44 3-pointers. Last season, he hit a career-high 53.  



But while his production has improved, his accuracy has dropped slightly. After connecting on 43.1 percent of his 
long-range shots in 2013-14 -- another of the best single seasons in school history -- Bookert's percentage dropped to 
37.4 as a junior.  

There were a couple of reasons for that dip. After breaking his foot during the summer before his junior year, Bookert 
had a major setback early last season when a surgically-inserted screw came loose and had to be removed.  

"It was sticking out of my foot, so they had to go in and take it out," Bookert recalled.  

The surgery forced Bookert to sit out more than two weeks. And even after the pain subsided, he said it took a while 
before he felt comfortable planting or jumping on that foot. He also had to cope with facing greater defensive pressure 
than at any point in his career.  

"He's such a threat to shoot the ball that he kind of had an X on his back last year," Young said. "So people made him 
have to get it off quicker and made him move. They're just not going to let him get open 3s. They want to make him 
into a 2-point player."  

With that in mind, Bookert spent all offseason working to expand his game. While maintaining his regimen of shooting 
hundreds of 3-pointers, Bookert also has worked tirelessly on speeding up his release and improving his footwork. He 
says he feels much more confident now coming off screens, taking opponents off the dribble and shooting while on 
the move.  

"You have to have other stuff in your game," said Bookert, who often stays long after practice to work on skills and 
drills with his freshman roommate, Malik Beasley. "The coaches have really worked with me on that, speeding up my 
feet and also my release. You just have to keep working at it, and it gets quicker."  

It's the same approach he took after his freshman year in high school.  

"He responded to that well this summer," Young said. "Book is always going to put in the work."  

 


