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The old adage is it's better to be lucky than good. 
 
Sure. It also helps to have Michael Snaer on your team. 
 
The Florida State Seminoles men's basketball team, thanks to a string of Virginia Tech missed free 
throws and another game-winning 3-pointer by their confident junior, stormed back to defeat the 
Hokies 48-47 at the Civic Center on Thursday night. 
 
With the victory FSU is now 18-7 overall and 9-2 in the Atlantic Coast Conference. Virginia Tech falls to 
14-12 and 3-8. 
 
"Jeff (Peterson) looked over and passed it and I just let it fly," said Snaer, who had missed his first three 
3-point attempts of the night. "I didn't think about nothing. I just let it fly." 
 
And when it landed, the 10,123 in attendance — well, the ones that stayed until the bitter end — 
erupted. 
 
"Mike is very confident in his abilities to knock down a shot because he's a gym rat," FSU coach Leonard 
Hamilton said. "He's in the gym so much knocking those shots down that he has confidence. So it 
doesn't bother him that he's missed several before. He's confident mentally and emotionally that if he 
gets a good look he thinks the next one is going down." 
 
For 38 minutes Thursday night Virginia Tech controlled the game. 
 
Using a 17-0 run to start the second half the Hokies built a 40-25 lead with 14:09 left in the game. The 
visitors hit seven of their first nine shots from the floor while FSU continued to struggle to do anything 
against Virginia Tech's zone defense. 
 
The Seminoles didn't score their first points of the half until six minutes in. 
 
"We thought there was a real possibility they would play zone," Hamilton said, "and believe it or not — 
it probably didn't look like it — but we worked very hard against the 2-3 and the 1-3-1 the last two or 
three days of practice. 
 
"For whatever reason we executed very poorly against it. Didn't attack inside, didn't attack in the lane 
and were very hesitant shooting from the perimeter." 
 



With a double-digit lead, and with hardly any bodies to bring in off the bench (two of Virginia Tech's 
rotation players were out with injuries) coach Seth Greenberg ordered his team to run clock on its 
possessions. 
The Hokies wound up making just two of their last 16 shots from the floor and scored just seven points 
during the final 14 minutes. 
 
"Honestly everybody just got a little more desperate and a little bit more on edge," Peterson said. "Terry 
(Whisnant) did a great job at the end of the game coming in there and guarding (Erick) Green. Everybody 
just stepped up. Simple as that." 
 
Yet even with Virginia Tech struggling to make anything it hoisted toward the rim, the lead still appeared 
safe because FSU was just as cold. 
 
The Seminoles scored just 12 points in the first 18:47 of the second half as the Hokies took a nine-point 
lead on two free throws by Jarell Eddie. 
 
"Some spurts we looked good and some spurts we looked really bad," said Ian Miller, who was the only 
Seminoles player in double figures with 11. "Mainly because they were pressuring us and getting hands 
on the ball in the passing lanes." 
 
But FSU scored 11 in the final 1:13 — highlighted by three straight 3's from Peterson, Miller and then, of 
course, Snaer. 
 
It was the second game-winner of the season for the California native, and it came on a night where he 
was just 3 of his first 10 from the field and 0 of 3 from the 3-point range. 
 
In fact, dating back to the Boston College loss, Snaer had made just 3 of his past 16 from beyond the arc 
— including some ugly misses that missed rim altogether. 
 
No matter. 
 
He took the feed from Peterson after two more missed free throws by the Hokies and buried a 3 from 
virtually the same spot on the floor as the one to beat Duke. 
 
"I knew it was in," Peterson said. "Mike's one of the hardest workers on the team. He takes everything 
very serious. He deserves it more than anybody. It's not by accident he's hitting these shots. Trust me." 
 
Snaer said it felt good as soon as he let it go. 
 
"Yeah, I felt like it was," he said with a smile. "I was like, 'This might be ... yeah.'" 
 
Green (18 points, four steals) missed on a desperation shot on the other end and the Seminoles had 
somehow come back to win a game that looked lost just 90 seconds earlier. 
 
"At the end of the day a win is a win," Peterson said. 
 
Said Hamilton: "We'll take it because we've been on the other end enough. I have empathy for 
(Greenberg). … But I'm proud of my players for fighting and being resilient." 


