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The senior will make or break his NBA chances this year, and he's ready 
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This year is Okaro White’s collegiate swan song, and he knows it. Senior year holds a certain amount of 
trepidation for anyone; it’s basically a practice in anxious juggling of both the present and the future. 
Now when your future may be the NBA and your present could go a long way in establishing your legacy 
at FSU, things may get even more complex. 
 
“I know a lot of people will say that they are just focused,” White said. “But as a person as young as me 
going into his senior year, it’s tough not to think about it. I think you just have to find ways, like when it’s 
game time, to ease it to the side because it’s not going to leave your head.” 
 
That is the crux of every senior’s dilemma: Keeping things in the moment when your whole life is right in 
front of your face. But White also understands the power of now, and how much he still wants to 
accomplish before he graduates. 
 
“I want to get my degree, that’s number one. Number two is just getting to these young guys, I’d 
appreciate it if they said, or if the MO of me when I leave, was that he went hard, he tried hard, he 
played hard, he tried to get the guys around him to play just as hard to win.” 
 
White is refreshingly self-aware; he sets lofty goals, but ones he knows he has a chance at achieving. 
There is a saying that happiness equals reality divided by expectations, and if that is true then the 
forward is probably going to be a very happy person. When asked what kind of player he thought he 
could be in the NBA, he didn’t say the usual Kobe and LeBron, he said Tayshaun Prince and Tony Allen. 
He admired the grinders, the ones who make their living by working hard, knowing their role and playing 
it well. 
 
“My goal is to be [be part of] the best team that we’ve had since I’ve been here, that’s all I ask for.” 
 
Last season the team was under a singular leader, Michael Snaer, who stood as the lone senior on a 
team rife with inexperience. This year is a little different. White will not have to shoulder the heavy 
burden of leadership alone, as Ian Miller and Kiel Turpin flank him as peers. But that doesn’t mean 
White will not have to embrace this new role with any less fervor than Snaer did. 
 
“Just as much as I want to push my on-the-court [leadership] skills, I want to push my off the court skills. 
When the season starts, just show how these young guys need to be living and what type of things they 
need to cut out. I’m more focusing on that before the season starts and when the season starts, you 
can’t ask too much but, for guys to give their best, and try to pay attention in practice, and when you 
step on the court to have your game face on.” 
 



Leadership is something earned through repeat example. You don’t just develop good habits and make 
good decisions for yourself anymore, you do it because you know the eyes of the team are always on 
you. 
 
“I believe a great leader starts off of the court, so you can get these guys trusting in you, following you 
therefore they’re going to play for you harder and give their best on the court.” 
 
As far as his game is concerned, White talked about letting himself drift out toward the perimeter, while 
not to forget what his bread and butter is. I’ve stressed the need for FSU to embrace him as a stretch 
four and he seemed more than open-minded toward the idea. However, he still stressed that the 
biggest thing he wants to work on is his rebounding. 
 
“The way we are trying to get our offense going is, a lot of our fours are going to have to step out and hit 
shots so we can have the respect there so they can’t all crowd into the lane cause we want to drive a lot 
this year. I’ll definitely be shooting threes this year and shooting a lot of jump shots. But at the same 
time I want to have an inside out kind of game going on.” 
 
Okaro White is on the precipice of the rest of his life, and all signs point to this year being one hell of a 
leap. 
 
It’s obvious he’s ready for the challenge. 
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