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Ike Obiagu grew up playing soccer and volleyball in Nigeria. So when he arrived in the United States, basketball was 
appealing but also completely new. 
 
The basketball basics -- catch, dribble, post up and shoot -- had to be learned. Obiagu had height and size but there 
was plenty to learn. On the defensive end, Obiagu could lean on his athleticism and instincts. Just like in volleyball, 
Obiagu could go up and swat away the ball. 
 
"When I got over here from Nigeria, I had no offense so I had to do something to get on the floor," Obiagu said. "... 
My first three years in high school, I got zero playing time. I figured out I got to do something to stay on the floor. I 
just carried it on with me (to Florida State)." 
 
Obiagu's offense is still incredibly raw. But the 7-foot freshman's defense is undeniable. He has 18 blocks in FSU's 
last three games, which is impressive. But consider that he has 18 blocks in 53 minutes, that equates to a block every 
2.94 minutes. 
 
That instant defense, a block sparking a fast break and potentially an easy transition basket on the other end, is a 
key element for the Seminoles (20-10) as they head into the postseason. FSU opens ACC Tournament play on 
Wednesday against Louisville in a quarterfinal game that could give the Seminoles a 21st win and all but clinch a spot 
in the NCAA Tournament field. 
 
Obiagu has seen his minutes jump, going from single digits for the majority of the ACC season to 19 in the loss at 
Clemson and then a 21 minutes in the 85-76 victory over Boston College on Saturday. He led the Seminoles with his 
play in the paint, pulling down a season-high 12 rebounds and swatting a season-best seven blocks. 
 
FSU players have routinely been challenged by Obiagu and 7-4 center Christ Koumadje in practice. And now ACC 
teams are seeing what they've encountered since Obiagu arrived on campus. 
 
"Ike is probably by far the best shot blocker I've played with and against," FSU guard Trent Forrest said. "Even in 
AAU, I played with some pretty good, lengthy 5 men. He's special. His ability to alter and block shots is scary." 
 
Obiagu's offensive game is limited. He made just four baskets in eight games in February and March, and his one-
handed free-throw attempts are tough to watch. But it’s part of a deconstruction of his technique at the line as FSU 
coaches re-work his shot and attempt to rebuild it in the offseason. 
 
He joked that in high school, he "could not catch anything." That's a bit of an exaggeration for a player who averaged 
8.4 points, 9.5 rebounds and 7.2 blocks as a senior at Decatur (Ga.) Greenforest Christian Academy, but Obiagu 
knows he must finish when he catches passes into the low post. 
 
What Obiagu brings is a high level of energy and he is an active defender. Playing a large portion of the second half 
on Saturday with four fouls, Obiagu wasn't cautious. He sought opportunities to alter or block shots. And while he 
fouled out with a few minutes to go, his blocks and rebounds in 21 minutes were critical to FSU's win. 
 
"I don’t really think about fouls," Obiagu said. "If I see someone looking like they are about to shoot a shot, I just go 
get it. Maybe that’s something I have to learn. But I go on my instincts." 
 


