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GREENSBORO — Had he lived, had his big heart not given out in a high school gym in Winston-Salem on a cold February 
night two years ago, Josh Level could be here in uniform at the ACC tournament this week. 
 
So says his friend, Florida State’s Montay Brandon, a 6-foot-8 junior from Greensboro. 
 
Brandon is back home for his third ACC tournament in a row at the Greensboro Coliseum. He scored 17 points — shooting 11-
for-12 from the foul line — and dished out three assists in a team-high 38 minutes as the Seminoles held off Clemson 76-73. 
 
And afterward, the tall young man with the quick grin talked about a friend gone too soon. 
 
Level was just 17 years old when he died, a gifted junior at New Garden Friends School with a bright future. 
 
Level would’ve been a college freshman this year. 
 
“I think about Josh a lot,” Brandon said. “Every day. And even more when I come back to Greensboro. I really think he would be 
in the ACC this year, or at least playing a high level of basketball and be in the middle of a conference tournament right now. 
 
“It’s always heavy on my heart this time of year, knowing — especially this year — that he should be out there competing.” 
Brandon, 21, was a 9-year-old kid in Frazier Elementary School on Greensboro’s south side when he met Level. The two became 
friends when they played for the same D1 Sports AAU basketball team, the younger Level pushing the older Brandon in 
practices. 
 
They grew up together, and Brandon remains close with Level’s family. 
 
“His oldest brother, Joseph, came to the Carolina game this year down in Chapel Hill to see me play,” Brandon said. “I still hang 
out with the family in the summer.” 
 
And Brandon still honors his friend by wearing No. 32 — Level’s jersey number from their AAU days. Brandon wore No. 5 as a 
freshman, making the change before last season. 
 
“It hurt losing him,” Brandon said. “It still hurts.” 
 
It’s an ache that will likely always be there. Brandon said his friend had drawn interest from power conference programs 
including N.C. State and Oklahoma State. 
 
In his mind’s eye, Brandon pictures Level playing college basketball this year, part of a team, relishing tournament basketball. 
“He had the talent to make it,” Brandon said. “He never got the chance.” 
 
It’s a powerful lesson, and in a way, Brandon is playing out his friend’s dream. 
 
This season, Brandon leads defensive-minded Florida State with 35 steals. He averages 12.1 points and 5.5 rebounds in a team-
high 34.7 minutes per game. 
 
All those statistical numbers have grown since Brandon arrived in Tallahassee. He has shot more free throws this year than in his 
first two seasons combined. And he does little things better. 
 
“I’ve become more of a vocal leader, getting the guys more involved,” Brandon said. “Every part of my game has gradually 
gotten better since I’ve been at Florida State.” 
 
Brandon had family and friends in the crowd at the coliseum Wednesday, something that would’ve made him tense when he was 
still wearing No. 5. 
 
“I’m definitely more comfortable with it now,” Brandon said. “The last couple of years, I’ve had a lot of butterflies and was 
nervous before the games. This year I felt a lot more confident and ready to perform.” 
 
Brandon will wear his friend’s uniform number again today when Florida State takes on top-seeded Virginia in the quarterfinals. 



And he’ll think about Josh Level and wish he were here in a uniform of his own. 
 


