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There are two things that need to be pointed out about Xavier Rathan-Mayes' preposterous 30-point bonanza in the 
final 4:38 against Miami on Wednesday night. 
 
First and foremost, it was one of the most incredible things that has ever happened on a basketball court. At any 
level. Secondly, and most importantly if you're head coach Leonard Hamilton, Florida State still lost the game. 
But we'll get back to that one later. 
 
Let's start with the sheer insanity of that last five minutes. 
 
Beginning at the 4:38 mark of the second half, with his team trailing by 18 points, Rathan-Mayes hit eight straight 
shots, including six straight 3-pointers. Most were from NBA range. And one banked in after being fouled. 
It was a video game come to life. It was a Sci-Fi movie. It was unlike anything anyone has ever seen. Including 
Rathan-Mayes. 
 
"I can't really describe it," said the FSU freshman, who had just five points on 2 of 9 shooting before his right hand 
turned into a flame-thrower. "It's kind of like you're in an arena and everything is quiet … And my teammates kept 
giving me confidence every timeout, every possession. 
 
"We did a good job fighting back. But at the end of the day it was too big (a hole) to overcome." 
 
Because Miami kept making its free throws, hitting 13 of 16 down the stretch to hold on for a 4-point win. 
Even with the victory, though, Miami head coach Jim Larranaga seemed genuinely stunned in his postgame press 
conference. 
 
"I've never seen that before in my college coaching career," he said of Rathan-Mayes' 30-point outburst. "That is 
outrageous. One of the greatest on-court performances I've ever seen." 
 
Miami point guard Angel Rodriguez, who made 9 of 10 free throws down the stretch, said he had never seen 
anything like it either. 
 
"I've been in a lot of close games but I've never really been in a game where a player just hits 3 after 3 after 3 like 
that," Rodriguez said. "It was kind of frustrating." 
 
Not as frustrating as it was for Hamilton, who didn't let the final five minutes erase how displeased he was with the 
first 35. 
 
Until Xavier Rathan-Mayes turned into LeBron Bryant-Bird the Seminoles were losing by 18 points. They couldn't 
get any stops on defense and were getting crushed on the boards. That's what Hamilton was most concerned about 
afterward. 
 
"I wish I could be excited," Hamilton said. "We came back at the end and maybe that's exciting, but from a coaching 
standpoint I'm more concerned about our inability to defend than the heroics there at the end. At least it made it 
entertaining for the fans." 
 
And that's what makes Rathan-Mayes' incredible display so tricky for the head coach. 
 
The freshman was the talk of the nation on Thursday. He was being written about by every outlet imaginable, from 
Sports Illustrated to ESPN to Esquire. He was getting tweets from NBA players. He was a guest on SportsCenter on 
Thursday afternoon. 
 



XRM became the story. FSU actually losing the game became a footnote. And that's what Hamilton, I'm sure, is 
worried about moving forward. 
 
It's why he downplayed Rathan-Mayes' first 35-point effort of the season at North Carolina last month — because it 
came in a loss. And it's why he did more of the same during Wednesday night's postgame press conference in 
Miami. 
 
"That was a tremendous effort on his part," Hamilton said. "I'm really happy he has the ability to do that … but as a 
team we should not have been in that situation where he had to go get 26 straight points or 30 points in five minutes 
in order for us to be successful." 
 
Rathan-Mayes is supremely talented. That's obvious. And supremely confident. That's obvious, too. 
 
But he's also, at times, been supremely frustrating for Hamilton, who was as angry as I've ever seen him when he 
benched his freshman for long stretches of both the Wake Forest and Duke games. 
 
Hamilton knows the kind of potential Rathan-Mayes has. Heck, the whole world knows now after that 
ridiculousness against Miami. But losses are losses. And Wednesday night's counted. Despite the most astounding 
individual display any of us have ever witnessed. 
 
"I haven't seen that before," Miami's Davon Reed said, shaking his head. "And probably won't see it again for a long 
time." 
 
With all due respect, Davon, Halley's Comet will be back before we see anything like that again. Nobody scores 30 
points in under five minutes. Not even in a dream. 
 
It truly was a legendary, unforgettable performance by Rathan-Mayes on Wednesday night. 
 
Hamilton just hopes the next one comes in a victory. 
 
 


