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During Florida State’s summer workouts Michael Ojo laughed when he was asked how much he was 
learning and improving. 
 
In his freshman season with the FSU men’s basketball team the 7-foot-1, 292-pound center missed 
wide-open layups, dunks, and struggled to keep up with the speed of the college game. 
 
Ojo laughed because he knew how much he had to learn. 
 
The Lagos, Nigeria native enters this season with a much better understanding of what is expected of 
him. After spending part of the offseason watching film of former Florida State centers Bernard James 
and Jon Kreft, Ojo is executing more in practice and hesitating less. 
 
“It’s great to see how much Ojo’s improved,” senior forward Robert Gilchrist said. “He’s come such a 
long way. I’m really happy for him. I can’t wait for our fans and everyone else in the country to see him 
play.” 
 
With three first-year players at center for Florida State last season, Ojo started nine of the Seminoles’ 
final 11 games. He averaged just five minutes per contest, partially because of his struggles to make it up 
and down the court. The sophomore says that will not be an issue this season. 
 
“My conditioning level has improved a lot. It’s much better than last year when I first got here,” Ojo said. 
“There’s still room for improvement. We’re still working on everything.” 
 
Ojo and fellow centers Boris Bojanovsky and Kiel Turpin (who is currently recovering from a patella 
tendon strain in his left leg) spent their summer workouts determined to create a bigger inside presence 
for FSU. The trio combined to average just nine points and 5.9 rebounds a game last season. 
 
“Those guys paid attention to the little things we had this summer, and they paid attention to how 
Bernard and Jon, and how all of them played the year before they got here,” senior guard Ian Miller 
said. “I feel like I’m playing with those guys again. I’m not saying they’re just as good, but to be that 
young and to pick it up as fast as they are, I think we’ll be fine with the bigs.” 
 
Ojo and 7-foot-3 Bojanovsky, of Bratislava, Slovak Republic, arrived at Florida State last season with one 
year of combined playing experience in the United States. 
“It was difficult for them,” head coach Leonard Hamilton said. “But I think they’ve adjusted now. 
 
“They understand a little bit more about how to execute, and utilize their talents as it relates to the type 
of system that we have.” 



 
Ojo says he also has a better understanding of his teammate’s roles, and how they impact him. 
 
“Understanding the defensive system of the team is the most important thing – knowing where you 
have to be, helping your teammate out when he goes to help somebody. Somebody’s got your back,” 
said Ojo, who is continuing to see improvements on the offensive end as well. “I’m just doing the little 
things – working on my hook shot, working on my free throws when they foul you. I’m attacking the rim 
now much better than last year.” 
 
The Florida State players say all three of the centers have become more physical. As the Seminoles hope 
to rebound from last year’s 18-16 season, they say the big bodies will play an important role. 
 
“I love my big men,” Miller said. “If I don’t have them we can’t get the rebounds, we can’t start offense, 
we can’t play defense. Just to have that confidence in my bigs, it’s going to be one of the keys to our 
season. 
 
“We have to be able to dominate inside.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


