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Wearing a long-sleeve Florida State shirt and attending a NBA basketball game close to home in Atlanta, Malik 
Beasley could not wait to make his intentions known. 
 
An All-ACC freshman season and several weeks of consideration turned a childhood dream to a plausible reality. 
Beasley technically became the first one-and-done player in Florida State history, declaring for the 2016 NBA draft, 
the school announced Monday night. 
 
FSU’s second-leading scorer with 15.6 points per game, Beasley leaves Florida State with the potential of being 
selected late in the first round, or early in the second round of the draft on June 23. 
 
“The things I have learned and the growth I have realized this season as both a person and player have made me 
confident that I can take the next step in realizing my dreams to play at the next level,” Beasley said after thanking 
FSU coaches and teammates in a statement released by the school. 
 
The Seminoles hoped Beasley, along with fellow freshman Dwayne Bacon and sophomore Xavier Rathan-Mayes, 
could help the program reach the NCAA tournament for the first time since winning the ACC championship in 2012, 
but the youthful group ended their season with a second-round exit in the NIT. 
 
Six ACC teams, including three FSU beat at home in Virginia, Notre Dame and Syracuse, reached the Sweet 16 last 
weekend. 
 
The decision, and impending announcements from Bacon and Rathan-Mayes, prevents the Seminoles from building 
on a cohesive core of players next season. 
 
But it does help Florida State take another step in the direction of the current state of college basketball, helping highly 
touted players hone their skills for a chance to enter the NBA. 
 
“I think obviously it means an awful lot to him, his team, the players and we’re happy for him,” coach Leonard 
Hamilton said. “He did an unbelievable job for us. He’s a very hard worker, and his future is going to be very bright.” 
 
Beasley started his FSU career scoring in double digits for 24 straight games, three short of breaking Stephon 
Marbury’s ACC record, but played with an aggressive motor and refreshing charisma throughout his freshman 
campaign. 
 
While Beasley has a year of game film, and the ability to make an impression on NBA scouts and executives at the 
NBA combine and individual workouts in the next three months, many felt another season at FSU could help raise his 
draft stock and longevity as an NBA professional. 
 
Beasley could end up as a reserve on a young NBA team and/or be sent down to the NBA Development League to 
learn the ropes and work on his skills. 
 
But he’ll still be a professional. And another step closer to making his dreams come true. 
 
“We are behind Malik and know he will be successful in everything he does because he is such a quality person both 
on and off the basketball court,” Hamilton said. 
 


