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HIGH POINT -- As a member of a big-time NCAA Division I basketball team, Wesleyan Christian Academy grad Montay 
Brandon doesn’t have the time to get back and see the Trojans play as much as he would like. 
 
“I don’t get back up there very often,” Brandon said by telephone just before heading off to practice on Wednesday. “I wish I 
could. I would really like to see Wesleyan play. They’re really doing well right now.” 
 
Brandon isn’t doing too shabbily himself. A complimentary player, at least statistically, his first two seasons, he has blossomed 
into a leader for Florida State and a potential all-ACC candidate. 
 
Heading into FSU’s final nonconference game at Mississippi State, Brandon, a 6-8 wing guard, leads the Seminoles in scoring (a 
career-high 14.2 points per game), rebounding (a career-high 5.4 per game) and steals (a career-high 1.3 per game) and is the 
only ACC player topping his team in all three of those categories. 
 
He is scoring not quite at double his 7.7 ppg average as a wing guard last season and has already scored more points in 13 games 
this season than he did in all of his freshman year, when he averaged 3.9 points primarily as a point guard. 
 
“I think Montay Brandon has found his niche,” Florida State coach Leonard Hamilton said after Brandon scored a career-high 24 
points and dished a career-high eight assists in a Dec. 17 victory over North Florida.. “He has to play with the talent that he has. 
He had eight assists. Rebounding, taking the ball to the basket, giving us leadership, his body language, his words of 
encouragement, his communication with other players is important and he is accepting that role. To see him step up is making a 
big difference for us.” 
 
Brandon has been the Seminoles leading scorer in nine of their 13 games and the leading rebounder in four. He is also among the 
conference leaders in field-goal shooting at 59 percent and has scored in double figures in 10 games. 
 
“I’m just doing what I can do well,” Brandon said. “Just making the most of my talent, which is attacking the basket. Anything 
within 16 feet is great basketball for me.   
 
“The rebounding is a carryover from last year. I was the second-leading rebounder last year. This year, I’ve steadily moved up 
and put emphasis on rebounding.” 
 
Of the nine times he has led the Seminoles in scoring, five have come in the last six games as he averaged 16.7 points and 4.2 
rebounds. 
 
“It’s a combination of a lot of hard work in the summertime and the coaches believing in me and my teammates getting me the 
ball in good position,” Brandon said. 
 
“Our philosophy has been everyone has to increase their role,” Brandon said. “As good as he was, everyone has had to step up.” 
Brandon believes he has stepped up the most in improvement of his leadership qualities. 
“I’ve been more vocal and I’ve been more invested in my teammates, knowing that we need all of our parts to win game,” he 
said. 
 
Thomas was declared ineligible just before the Seminoles played Notre Dame in their ACC opener on Dec. 13. FSU lost 83-63 
but since then has won four straight games against in-state schools, capped by a dramatic 65-63 home-court victory over Florida 
that was a result of a Gator tipping the ball into the Seminoles’ basket as time expired. 
 
“It definitely gives us some momentum and is a boost to team morale,” Brandon said. “But we’ll squander all of that if we go up 
to Starkville and lose to Mississippi State.” 
 
Brandon scored 17 points, grabbed five rebounds and dished two assists against Florida and considers the effort his best of the 
season even though the numbers weren’t his best statistically. 
 
“I think every phase of the game, I did well,” he said. “Whatever coach had in the game plan, not only did I execute it well but 
the whole team executed it well.” 
 
Because of the odd number of teams in the ACC, the Seminoles are the odd-school out while the other 14 begin conference play 



in earnest this weekend. FSU returns to conference action against expected bottom-feeder Virginia Tech on Tuesday. The 
challenges become more difficult with a trip to Syracuse on Jan. 11, a trip to Pittsburgh on Jan. 14 and a home game against N.C. 
State on Jan. 17. 
 
Brandon believes the Seminoles are much better prepared to face conference opposition now than they were when they faced the 
nationally-ranked Fighting Irish. 
 
“When we played Notre Dame, we were going through some adversity,” He said. “Now we know what our team is and what 
everybody can do. These last couple of games we’ve had, they’re going to help push us into ACC play.” 
 
Brandon has served notice that he’ll be at the forefront of the push. 
 


