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It’s just what Michael Snaer does. 
 
With the game tied at 57, and eight seconds on the clock, the Florida State senior dribbled past half 
court, moved to his right, rose up over two defenders and banked in a buzzer-beating 3-pointer from 
well beyond the arc to give the Seminoles to a dramatic, come-from-behind 60-57 win over the Tigers on 
Thursday night at the Civic Center. 
 
It was the third game-winning shot of his career. All three have been 3-pointers. And all three have been 
from the right wing. This one was the only one that hit the backboard, though. 
 
“Something about it seemed good,” Snaer said. “My eyes just got a little wider when it went up. And 
then it went through and I was like, ‘Did that really just happen again? Did that really just happen 
again?’” 
 
Yes. It did. 
 
About five minutes after he celebrated with his teammates on the court, the California native went into 
the crowd and shook hands with fans and posed for pictures. One female fan held up a sign that read 
“You got Snaered” as her friend took a picture of her and the star guard. 
 
Yes. His name has now become a verb. 
 
That’s what happens when you make a habit of hitting game-winning jump shots. 
 
“He’s very confident and he knocked it down,” FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton said. “It was a big win 
for us. We needed something positive to happen to us.” 
 
But he was far from the only hero for the Seminoles (11-7, 3-2 in the ACC) on Thursday night. Junior 
center Kiel Turpin had by far his best game in an FSU uniform, with 16 points (all in the second half), four 
blocks and four rebounds. 
 
And with the Seminoles trailing by three with under a minute left, freshman guard Devon Bookert – who 
played most of the second half – drilled a 3-pointer to tie the game with 44 seconds left. 
 
Florida State’s defense forced a shot-clock violation on the other end, setting the stage for the Tigers to 
be Snaered on the other end. 
 
But without Turpin’s career-high and Bookert’s clutch 3, as well as a defensive stop on the Tigers’ final 
possession, the All-ACC candidate never gets the shot to win the game 
 



“Mike told me before we went out there that the defense was about to be focusing in on him,” Bookert 
said of his big shot. 
 
“He said, ‘They’re probably going to collapse on me so just be ready to shoot.’ … It felt good when it left 
my hand, but I couldn’t really see it. I just heard the crowd.” 
 
Said Snaer: “That was a huge shot.” 
 
And a huge win for a team that was reeling from a 20-point loss at Virginia. 
 
Florida State scored just 36 in the game against the Cavaliers and followed that up with a 21-point first 
half on Thursday night. Clemson actually went on a 16-0 run over a six-minute stretch to take a 29-16 
lead. 
 
But the Seminoles got an and-one basket from Boris Bojanovsky and two free throws by Bookert to go 
into the locker room trailing by eight. 
 
“Boris made a big play there when we had to have it,” Hamilton said. 
 
And 19 minutes and 52 seconds of game time later they were all watching as Snaer slowly made his way 
up court for the game-winning shot. 
 
“We were all kind of looking at him like, ‘What is he doing?’ junior forward Okaro White said. 
 
“He’s at the top walking up slow; clearing people out and it was like, ‘What is he doing?’ But he ended 
up hitting the shot and it ended up working out in our favor.” 
 
The Tigers were, in fact, Snaered. 
 
“The time I looked at the clock it said two seconds so I just threw it up,” said Snaer, who had nine of his 
11 points in the second half. 
 
“And you’ve just got to get lucky. That’s all that is. … I guess I’ve still got that lucky touch.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


