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They first met at a summer all-star event in New York City before their junior years of high school. 
 
Though they were never on the court together they developed a friendship and a connection during the trip. They 
started asking each other about their college plans, figuring out if maybe they could go to the same school. 
And that is how the dynamic duo of Dwayne Bacon and Malik Beasley officially began. Much to the delight of Florida 
State coaches and fans, who haven’t seen freshmen like this in Tallahassee since, well, ever. 
 
“He came up to me and said, ‘I didn’t know you had Florida State on your list,’” said Bacon. “And I said, ‘I didn’t 
know you had them on your list.’ And we ended up taking a visit at the same time. … We just built a friendship over 
the time we were committed and then when we got here.” 
 
“We talked about FSU then, in New York,” Beasley said. “We talked about the potential to help the team out. And 
we both had Florida State on our lists. And on our official visit, both our families talked together and we knew it was 
the best fit for both of us.” 
 
The 6-foot-5 Beasley, from the St. Francis School in Alpharetta, Georgia, was the first to officially say ‘yes’ to Florida 
State. Barely. 
 
“I committed first,” he said with a smile. “And he committed like 20 minutes after me.” 
 
In the history of the Leonard Hamilton’s tenure at Florida State, he probably hasn’t had many half hours better than 
that one. 
 
Now we’re just five games into the season. That’s a mighty small sample size, especially considering the competition 
the 4-1 Seminoles have played so far. The games are going to get tougher. Obviously. And the freshmen will struggle 
at some point.  
 
They always do. 
 
But right now the 6-foot-7 Bacon, who starred at Oak Hill Academy (Va.) last season, is the leading freshman scorer 
in the country at 20.6 points per game. 
 
Number two in that category? His old pal, Beasley. The Atlanta native is averaging exactly 20 points per game while 
shooting 58 percent from 3-point range. 
 
“I always knew he was a great shooter,” Bacon said of Beasley, who is the only Seminole to score in double figures 
in all five games. “I always knew he was a great team player.” 
 
And what does Beasley think of Bacon now that he’s gotten to practice and play with the former McDonald’s All-
American? 
 
“I knew he was a great player, but until you’re around someone all the time you don’t really know,” Beasley said. 
“But he’s going to bring it every day. That’s what he does.” 
 
Both players met with the media for the first time on Sunday evening. So they were asked a lot about themselves, 
about each other and about how they’re adjusting to college basketball. But every chance they got they talked about 
the team — the other players, the older players — and made sure to note that it wasn’t just about them. 
Bacon said he didn’t care how many points he scored as long as he was on a winning team. 
 



“I don’t go out just looking to score,” he said. “There was one game in the Virgin Islands where I took seven shots. 
And I’m find with that. We got the win. I’m totally fine with that. But if I come out and have a bad game and we’re 
still winning — I don’t care. I just want to win games.” 
 
Beasley said almost exactly the same thing a few minutes later. 
 
It’s always a tricky dynamic when two hot-shot newcomers come into a program with so much returning experience.  
 
They’re not only taking minutes away from older guys. They’re taking shots away from them, too. 
 
As you can imagine, Beasley and Bacon are leading the Seminoles in field goal attempts so far this season. And are 
second and third (behind Xavier Rathan-Mayes) in minutes played. 
 
But according to the two freshmen, that hasn’t been an issue at all. The upperclassmen have welcomed them in and 
there has been no friction at all. 
 
“As freshmen we kind of want to let the seniors lead,” Beasley said. “But the seniors came to us during the summer 
and said, ‘Y’all can lead, too. Do what you came to do.’ And that really opened us up. The seniors helped us. And the 
coaches helped us, too. That gave us confidence … and I think that comes from having great teammates.” 
What helps in that regard is that the Seminoles’ four seniors — Montay Brandon, Devon Bookert, Boris Bojanovsky 
and Michael Ojo — have never been to the NCAA Tournament. And they aren’t blind. They see how good Bacon and 
Beasley are. 
 
They understand that if they’re going to finally make it to March Madness the two talented freshmen are going to have 
to contribute in a big way. 
 
But Bacon wants even more. With guys like himself and Beasley and preseason All-ACC selection Rathan-Mayes 
already on the roster, and with another heralded recruiting class coming in next season, Florida State basketball has a 
chance to start making some serious noise in the ACC on a yearly basis. 
 
The Seminoles could very well be back. Thanks, in no small part, to a fateful trip two prep stars took to New York 
City one summer. 
 
“It’s great for the program,” Bacon said of the influx of talent. “I came here to change things. I know we didn’t have 
a great season last year. But this team is very talented, so I feel like we can go as far as we want. We just have to buy 
in and be unselfish.” 
 

 


