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FSU Defensive Player Quotes 
 
Redshirt Senior Linebacker Matthew Thomas 
 
On the attitude and mentality of the locker room: 
“It’s kind of disappointing. We came out and should’ve won the game. We had a 
couple of mistakes. Some four or five plays determined the outcome of the game like 
how coach always says, but we are going to keep our heads up and move forward. 
We still have a lot to play for, we have a lot of pride, so we are going to get back to 
work on Monday.”  
 
On being a senior and keeping younger player’s pride up and pushing them: 
“This is Florida State. Things aren’t always going to be good or always going to be 
bad. Are you going to quit when hard stuff goes bad? No, we are not going to send 
that message across that we are quitters. Whatever happens, we have to fight and 
keep going to get better and doing exactly what we do.” 
 
On giving up big third down plays: 
“It really hurt, especially for the D-Line because those guys are up there grinding; 
every play going at it. Before that play, they were like, ‘C’mon DB’s let’s get it up 
and let’s get off the field. C’mon linebackers, let’s do our job.’ Those boys up there, 
they been working it and outside of them to give up a long third down play like that 
is just not a good feeling.”  
 
On what was going through your head on the last drive: 
“Stop them. Get the clock to zero and stop them.” 
 
On choosing to prevent a field goal or touchdown and is it a difficult balance: 
“No, not really. We were just trying to stop them. Stop them from getting a field goal, 
and in our minds, we were thinking turnover or negative plays, either or.” 
 
 
Senior defensive tackle Derrick Nnadi: 
 
On the difference for the defensive unit from the second and first half: 
“Really trying to stay focused on our technique. In the first half things were working, 
things were rolling. They’d punch, we’d punch back. In the second half, it was kind of 
the same thing. They threw a punch, we threw a punch back. Going back and forth 
and back and forth. In the end, they made a big play.” 
 
On Jimbo’s message after the game: 
“We played a good team and one that you have to have respect. Also, to use this as 
a learning curve and learn from our mistakes going forward and keep our head high. 



We make up a really good football team and we just have to keep learning and keep 
pushing forward.” 
 
On what he takes away from the game: 
“Things you can get are missed alignments and missed keys, certain techniques you 
have to take.” 
 
On what Miami did differently on the last two drives: 
“From my perspective as a defensive lineman, they did a little of the same things. 
They were a little more focused on the center, guards. They tried to get better reads 
on who’s blitzing.” 
 
On the confidence of the team after the score and how frustrating it was to 
not be able to stop them: 
“After the touchdown, everybody on our team was amped up and everyone was 
thinking that we were going to end this now on this last drive. When it didn’t happen, 
it really just messed with us. Honestly, no one wants to lose. It was a tight game.” 
 


