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FSU Defensive Player Quotes 

 

Junior defensive end Josh Sweat: 

What is the mood of the locker room? Is it to continue to work hard and push 
forward towards Friday? 
“Yeah we just have to get back to practice and work on some of the mistakes. That’s really 
all we can do right now; just continue to practice hard and get everything right.” 

There was another late drive kind of like Miami. Is it just not doing enough to get 
off the field or not making one last play to get the job done? 
“I don’t really know what it is. Obviously, we’re not making the plays we need to make 
when it’s time to make them. We’re not making enough plays and I wasn’t rushing him 
(Lamar Jackson) like I was supposed to. I didn’t want him to run out of the pocket like he 
did last time and I was a little hesitant trying to contain him.” 

Did Lamar Jackson show you anything you weren’t expecting? 
“Not really. He is a great playmaker. We knew he could run and if we got too far up the field 
he would hit the B-gap. I felt like the front did a really good job at getting him on the 
ground.” 

How were the emotional swings on the sideline? 
“It was back and forth. You had to pick everybody up when we were down. When things 
were going well, everybody was ready to go. It was a big momentum change when things 
happened like the fumble we scored on and when we got that fourth down stop. When we 
fumble or throw an interception, we had to get everybody on the sideline, back on the same 
page.” 

How do these kinds of losses affect you personally? 
“I feel bad for a little bit. I know I did everything I possibly could. I just go back to practice 
and throw it behind me. It doesn’t define any of us, so we just get back to practice and 
work hard.” 

Take us through Louisville’s last drive 
“The tempo didn’t bother us, it was more our control and everybody doing their 
assignments. Tackling was the biggest factor; just too many missed tackles across the 
board. That was my biggest thing, I just wanted everybody to get the guy on the ground. If 
you blow a coverage or somebody catches the ball on you, just get the guy on the ground.” 

 



You are 2-4 on the season, is it even more disappointing to be 0-3 at home in front 
of your home fans? 
“It’s more disappointing the legacy of Florida State, not really about fans. I care for the fans 
since they help us sometimes, but when it’s going wrong, you know how it is. I just want to 
continue the legacy and it’s not going well right now.”  

 

Sophomore Defensive End Brian Burns 

What are the solutions to the defensive break downs? 
“Do your job. We emphasize that all week, all day, every day. Of course, mistakes are going 
to be made. That’s what we have to focus on.” 

What is your message to the fan base? 
“Remain positive. If you’re on our side, you’re on our side, if you’re not, it’s whatever. We 
are going to remain positive in the locker room and finish the season strong.” 

Are you worried about not making a bowl game? 
“I’m not focused on that right now. Of course, we want to make it to one but we have to 
take the games one-by-one and every play one-by-one.” 

 
Redshirt sophomore defensive back Derwin James 
 
On if it is more disappointing to have three losses at home: 
“It’s just disappointing to have those losses, period because we worked so hard this 
summer and this spring coming in and who would ever have thought we would have four 
losses right now.” 
 
On defensive changes after the first drive: 
“We just got more situational. We realized what was in front of us and everybody was just 
doing their job. No mental lapses and we just focused on what’s in front of us.” 
 
On the mood in the locker room: 
“Disappointed, because we’re just coming up this short every time. It just seems like there’s 
one or two plays that we just don’t make so it’s just disappointing.” 
 
On Lamar Jackson: 
“Everybody knows he’s one of the most dominant players in the country. He’s versatile, he 
can beat you with his legs and he can beat you with his arm. You can’t make any mistakes 
and you can’t leave anything against him.” 
 
On message to fans: 
“Every dog has his day. I can just truly say that, every dog has his day. We’re so used to 
winning around here. Right now we are down but, we are still gonna fight.” 
 


