
	
	
Florida State vs. Louisville 
Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017 
Louisville Head Coach Bobby Petrino 
 
Opening Statement 
“A great win for us.  I am really excited for our players.  Our players were excited after 
the game.  The best thing is they came to work every day during the week after a hard 
loss a week ago with a great attitude and a lot of energy.  Our assistant coaches did a 
nice job of getting them prepared to practice every day and practice with a purpose.  
I’m just really happy for our defense to come out and play the way they did.  
Offensively we did some great things at times.  We were really stubborn about running 
the ball.  On a hot day like it was today I wanted to try and keep our defense off the 
field as much as we could.  And then special teams, we came through.  Just a great 
team win.”   
 
On the improvement you saw on defense? 
“Tough.  It was a lot of toughness.  A lot of good running backs that we went against 
and a good offensive line.  I thought our defense did a great job of having great 
toughness, playing fast, helping each other out.  We got guys to the football.  We 
made plays and we came up with turnovers.  It was great to see those turnovers turn 
into points.” 
 
On the play of Tru Washington? 
“I’m really happy for him.  He made a couple of really good plays on the ball and a 
couple of really good returns afterwards.  He’s really hung in there and has been 
positive and worked hard.  So it was great to see him make those plays.”   
 
How much confidence in the kicker (Blanton Creque) on the last kick? 
“All the confidence in the world.  He would have made the other one if you (a member 
of the media) didn’t jinx him.  It’s was all your fault.  You were talking to him on the 
radio show the other night about not missing a kick.  It’s all your fault.” 
 
What do you need to work on moving forward? 
“We’ve just got to keep doing what we did this week – come to practice with a great 
attitude, a lot of energy and be real focused in the meeting rooms. Be able to stop the 
run, get a pass rush and offensively be consistent moving the ball.”   
 
Your reaction to the play with the fumble? 
“That’s a great question because I wasn’t watching it.  I was looking at the clock and 
thinking about when I need to call timeout and how I’m going to keep time on the 
clock.  I didn’t even see the play.  All of a sudden, I heard, ‘ball, ball, ball,’ and we got 
on it.”   
 
On the momentum switch back to your team… 
“That’s football.  We had a nice tackle and the ball came out, and they recovered it in 
the end zone that was a great hustle play by No. 8 (Nyqwan Murray) he really worked 



hard to get there.  We were really close to it.  The last one came our way.  That’s 
football.”   
 
On being stubborn about running the football today… 
“You know how much I like to throw the ball.  I like throwing the ball.  I like the passing 
game.  I felt like we could do that but I thought the best way to win this game is to 
really run the ball at them, try to wear them out, and we could get some big runs … 
so we called a lot of run plays.  A lot more than I really like to.”   
 
On running the play so well today… 
“I don’t worry about their game.  Our game, I thought we came in and executed it 
well.  In the first half we gave them a touchdown when they got a fumble, recovered 
it and ran it into the end zone.  I thought our defense was doing a really nice job.  We 
wanted to stick to it; we talked about it at halftime let’s stick to the game plan. Reggie’s 
(Bonnafon) running the ball real well, we’ve got Day cranked up and you’ve got Lamar 
back there. Our receivers were getting antsy; they like to catch the ball and when we 
did call it they made plays.” 
 
On Lamar Jackson 
“He’s just a great player.  It’s so much fun to watch him play.  So much fun to watch 
at practice.  His attitude, his toughness and the way he led this team this week – he’s 
just an amazing player.  He did a hell of a job (today).  He ran the ball real well.  He 
ran it with toughness.  They were hitting him. They’ve got some speed in the 
secondary.  He ran away from them at times.  When we did throw the ball he was 
accurate and made good decisions.” 


