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Head Coach Sue Semrau: 
 
Opening Statement: 
“We’re just pleased to be here. Certainly First Round games are never easy and we started out 
much better than I thought we would after a two-week layoff so I was really pleased with that. 
Now we focus our attention to Buffalo who played an outstanding game against South Florida, 
who I think is an excellent basketball team, and I’ve watched a lot of Buffalo since that time and 
they are a really solid basketball team. They are fearless, they fight. We’re going to have to match 
their intensity. It starts with their point guard Stephanie Reid who honestly reminds me of the 
point guard from Syracuse, who is such a good point guard in our league. She has energy and 
makes her team go, so it’s gonna start there and we’ve got a lot of work to do.” 
 
On the possibility of this game turning into a track meet: 
“We’ve been in track meets before, we like to run. I think it’s going to come down to both teams 
doing what we do. It’s not like you can really have a lot of strategy with that one-day prep so we 
looked at what we needed to and we’ll do what we do.” 
 
On the mid-major success in the tournament: 
“I think it’s fantastic. I coached at Northern Illinois a few years back and we had that kind of 
success in the tournament and you look at the men’s side and it’s been happening for a while. I 
think it’s really good for the game, for women’s basketball. There’s a lot of really good teams and 
really good coaches out there and you’ve got to be prepared every single game in the NCAA 
Tournament.”  
 
 



On the evolution of the zone defense throughout the season: 
“It’s harder to prepare for multiple defenses than it is for a singular one. We’ve split more of our 
time this year between our zone and our man prep. I think these guys like Ama (Degbeon) said 
have done a really nice job at being interchangeable at different positions. Ama is just so smart, 
she can play any position on the floor so it really helps us. Even with Ama playing in our man 
defense, a lot of times we’ll think we can put her on a guard, she can guard anybody so that really 
helps us as well.”  
 
On the personnel matchups with Buffalo: 
“I think there’s a lot of people on their team that have the ability to score in different ways. When 
teams have different weapons, I think it’s important that we have a lot of different looks to be 
able to use. That’s probably what we’ll be looking at tomorrow.” 
 
On the joy and energy from the Buffalo team throughout yesterday’s game: 
“I thought we were the same. I thought we had joy. We might show it in a different way but I saw 
it from start to finish. As soon as these guys were let out of the locker room from the media 
cooling off period, they came out and watched as well. They had to go and get some food in them 
so we let them go at halftime. But, I love it. Joy is what basketball is all about.” 
 
On the emotion of tomorrow being the last home game for the seniors: 
“Not for me. I’m expecting them to continue to play. Really it’s about coaching a game and we’re 
not really dwelling on that piece of it. I think it might give us a little more emphasis on ‘This is it, 
so let’s go and give it everything we’ve got,’ but other than that for me it’s just an important 
game.” 
 
On there being any added pressure of being the higher seed and the home team: 
“I’ve been doing this a long time so I don’t feel any added pressure because I don’t expect us to 
just be able to show up because we’re at home or because we’re the higher seed. I hope that my 
experience has bled out into our preparation. I think these guys are extremely mature and it’s 
gonna be a great basketball game. All of the other things that people want to talk about we’re 
not listening to.” 
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Senior Center, Chatrice White: 
 
On personal tournament success: 
 
“I think it depends on the opponent, but I guess I’m not really looking at the stats, I’m just trying 
to do what I do and do whatever it takes to put my team in a better position. And my teammates 
do a good job at putting me in that position to get those double-doubles. But I’m not really 
looking at that; it just depends on the game and how it’s going and doing my job.” 
 
On watching Buffalo’s energy and celebrations during the game yesterday: 
 
“I think it’s exciting to sit there and watch their excitement on the court and how hard they go 
and the little scrappy plays they make. It’s exciting and I know that as a team, we have to match 
that intensity and excitement tomorrow and we definitely are more than capable to do that.” 
 
On tomorrow being the final home game: 
 
“I don’t think it’s going to hit us until after the game that it was the last one. It’s so exciting that 
this is it. Like Ama (Degbeon) said, we’re about to start something new after this and we just got 
to leave it all out there on the court tomorrow.” 
 
Senior Center, Ama Degbeon: 
 
On their zone defense and how it’s become their identity: 
 



“I think our zone as well as our man defense has been really good. But I think over the course of 
the season we have been getting better at reading off of each other. Everyone is talking and we 
trust each other and that trust that we have has really improved our defense. But I think both 
defenses are really effective.” 
 
On team celebrations and excitement of Buffalo: 
“All that excitement and joy they have, they’ve also been working really hard on the court and I 
think it’s always nice to see a hard working basketball team so it was good to watch.” 
 
On appearing at home in the NCAA Tournament for the third time in her career: 
“It’s always nice to play at home. I think the biggest advantage is the home crowd. The people 
who come out to see our games; we really appreciate them. Them cheering us on gives us a lot 
of energy too and I think that’s the thing that helps us the most.” 
 
On tomorrow being the final home game: 
“Right now, I’m more thinking about beating Buffalo than I am about the last home game. But I 
guess it may be a little emotional but the end of everything is the beginning of something new so 
I’m excited.” 
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