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Coach Felisha Legette-Jack 
 
Opening Statement: 
 
“We are so humbled by this opportunity. We are grateful to be in the locker room with these 
young ladies who all they wanted was a chance to dance and to be on the stage and just to see 
what they can become. Today, the magic happened because they locked in since June. They 
locked in when it got tough, when we lost to Northern Illinois. We locked in deeper when we lost 
to Arizona State. We locked in even deeper when we lost our championship opportunity. And 
now this stage here, it’s understanding that if we don’t continue to have the success, then we’re 
not going to be in the same locker room together and that’s too hard for us to handle. We want 
this magic to continue as long as it can.” 
 
On being down by 11: 
 
“The thing is they (USF) were up 11 but we were missing wide-open layups, and we said, ‘you just 
got to calm down and know that you’ve been here before and if indeed we’re going to be down 
11 and missing layups, eventually layups are going to go in.’ And that’s what happened. We made 
a switch on the line-up to get that energy differently and that seemed to help us out a lot.” 
 
On Buffalo men’s basketball victory: 
 
“I don’t know how they felt, I can only speak on our team.” 
 
 



On Buffalo’s conference being 2-0 in the NCAA Tournament with Central Michigan’s win: 
 
“It is so valuable to the MAC Conference if two or three of us can continue on. We are changing 
the trajectory of how they see whoever they are, the MAC Conference. We were so proud and 
right before I came out to coach, I texted Sue Guevara and congratulated her and she said, ‘It’s 
your turn now; make us proud.’ And we’re trying to build something. We’re trying to change 
something. We’re just trying to have a chance to be significant. So seeing her and seeing how our 
guys did and knowing how our guys are going to do today at 5:15, it just invigorates us. Change 
is okay. It doesn’t have to be the same teams all the time. In order for change to occur, we got to 
push past our comfortability and trust that your time could be now. Why not us? Why not now?” 
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Senior Guard, Stephanie Reid: 
 
On the offense settling down: 
 
“I think we are a consistent team and we are notorious for not starting well lately. We lock in and 
we don’t let that get us down, we were down 11. I think on offense, Courtney (Wilkins) and Cierra 
(Dillard) do a great job moving and it’s really easy to find them. We are a team that prides ourselvs 
on having that energy and being resilent. When we were down 11, that didn’t phase us because 
we know we are strong and can go 40 minutes deep.” 
 
On what sparked a comeback after the first quarter:  
 
We take a lot of pride in our defense and that comes from our coach. Coach (Felisha Legette-
Jack) stresses defense every day and that’s something we have built into our mentality. We are 
a team that’s going to get our energy on defense and that’s something when we came back, 
that’s what we took more pride in. We said, ‘We’re locking in on defense, getting stops, getting 
rebounds and just go’. I think that’s what we did and that was a big key change for us that led us 
to push on and get the runs that we did.” 
 
Junior Guard, Cierra Dillard: 
 
On her performance:  
 
“I just play in the flow of the offense. I think we do an amazing job of seeing the open player and 
finding the right play. Stephanie Reid is one of the best point guards in the country, without a 



doubt, and she does an amazing ob of sinking in the defense and finding the open shots. Coach 
(Legette-Jack) talks about being 14 deep and that’s who we truly are. When you have someone 
like Courtney Wilkins who can come off the bench and score 23 points, that opens up the floor 
even wider. You just find a flow in the offense and that’s what we did tonight.” 
 
On what sparked a comeback after the first quarter:  
 
“I think just getting stops. Coach (Felisha Legette-Jack) has taught us since June to be a versatile 
defender. The way we defended together is how we push in our offense. The way we talk on 
defense, the way we switch or stayed on a player we needed to stay on, or switch to a player we 
need to switch to, is a way we got stops. The six steals doesn’t show how much our defense really 
had on this game and it doesn’t show how much that it gave USF a difficulty to shoot the shots 
that they shot. It really felt good in the game with the defense that we had and the way we 
pushed on offense.” 
 
On her dance electryfiyng her performance:  
 
“Sometiems I don’t even know that I do it. It’s feeling good and getting on that run. I think in the 
last five minutes of the first half, we were just feeling it; making stops, getting steals and just 
finding the flow of the offense. When we push in transition, we’re a transition team and the 
offense just flows naturally. I think when a shot goes in, you feel it. You feel the energy behind 
the great crowd we had at Buffalo and finding the energy from your teammates. When you have 
a coach like Coach Jack, who is always passionate and that’s how she is all the time, you find the 
energy and that’s how it comes out of you. Sometimes you find energy in the ‘shimey’.” 
 
On seeing both Buffalo schools performing well: 
 
“It means a lot. I watched Coach Jack from a distance and coming out of high school, Buffalo was 
my number two pick. Going to UMASS and she gave me the ability to come back home and play 
for this unbelievable school of Buffalo, it means the world to me. She doesn’t know how much 
she impacted my life and impacted my career. Coming back to this team really brought the love 
I have back for basketball. It means a lot to me. I think what she does, because she is a hometown 
kid that went to Syracuse and is from Syracuse, it shows what western New York is all about. We 
are compeititors, we all are. We compete throughout the season. When you see the Buffalo boys, 
Buffalo ladies, Syracuse men, St. Bonnies (St. Bonnaventure) men, wen you see western New 
York standing together in the NCAA Tournament, it means so much. It means a lot to our home 
town kids and it shows if you have a dream and you can still pursuit it and have the ability to, 
don’t give up on your dream. I thank Coach Jack for not giving up on my dream.”  
 
Junior Forward, Courtney Wilkins: 
 
On what she felt in the offense:  
 



“I just go in and try and hit my shots. That’s pretty easy when you got CD (Cierra Dillard) and 
Steph (Stephanie Reid).”  
 
On what she felt in the offense:  
 
“Well we didn’t make the tournament just to play in the tournament. We made the tournament 
because we want to win games and we just came in locked and ready. I’m glad I got the 
opportunity to play.”  
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