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Florida State Media Day Press Conference 
 
 
Head Coach Sue Semrau: 
 
“We are extremely excited. Once again, I want to thank the Florida State University and all of the 
staff that has pitched in to make this a tremendous event. I am excited for moving forward. As a 
basketball team we are excited to get back on the court. It has been almost two weeks now. We 
are hungry to start playing. We are facing a Little Rock team that is really fantastic. The way that 
they finished their year is unprecedented. They are extremely well coached, athletic, play 
together, play hard and we have our hands full. It will be a great game.” 
 
On Little Rock: 
“We know a lot about them, spending the last week studying their tendencies. They have two 
players that were all-conference. You look at the size that they have. They have great post play 
and have great guard play. They are a team that is very patient offensively and are going to make 
you play defense for a long time. They are very disciplined. Defensively they play mostly man-to- 
man. They are scrappy and play hard. They do a tremendous job. They are a very good basketball 
team.” 
 
On being able to play at home: 
“You look at the men’s games last night and they are at a neutral sight. There were not a lot of 
people in the stands. That is what we try to avoid in the game of woman’s basketball. The 
student-athlete experience needs to be one where with a great atmosphere. With women’s 
basketball going to the first and second rounds at home sights, you have to earn that throughout 
your body of work, your strength of schedule, games you play on the road and at home, you have 
to win. That is what we did. We earned this opportunity and obviously there is an advantage to 



it. We don’t have to go fly and stay in a hotel. We get to stay at home and that is a great advantage 
for us but it is not going to be an advantage if we don’t get out and play our best.” 
 
On mid-majors having an advantage in the first round due to not having as many days off in-
between playing: 
“I would prefer to have their schedule. I don’t know that it is that they have an advantage. Just 
ask the Arizona and Miami men. It is the NCAA Tournament. Everyone is coming to play. There is 
a lot of advantages. Like hey we have a chip on our shoulder and we need to show that we belong. 
That is something that we have to fight against as somebody that plays in a Power-5 conference.” 
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Senior Guard, AJ Alix: 
 
On the concern of possibly not making the tournament before arriving at Florida State: 
 
“I knew that before I got here, I watched Florida State play and I watched Coach Sue (Semrau) 
coach and she always found a way to take her team to the NCAA tournament. With me just 
coming in and experiencing this (NCAA Tournament) with this team, with pre-season and 
conference play, I knew we had a chance from the start.” 
 
Senior Guard, Imani Wright: 
 
On preventing a slow start after two weeks off:  
 
“Definitely just approaching everyday of practice we have as if it’s a game. I think that’s most 
important, just trying to get full speed reps in everything we do and just sticking to what we do. 
Yeah, obviously we’ve been off for a week, but we’ve been preparing for this team (Little Rock) 
because they’re a very good team and so just our focus and our energy in practice is something 
that we focus on.” 
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