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Head Coach Jose Fernandez: 
 
On playing in Tallahassee for the second year in a row: 
 
“I definitely didn’t think we were going to come to Tallahassee if that’s what your 
question is. You know, right now we are past it. That’s something that after this 
tournament, for our game to grow, questions like that has to be addressed. Right now, 
our focus is Buffalo after that selection show happened. We just moved on from it. We 
can’t control it. We’re moving forward and our main focus has been our first round 
game against Buffalo.” 
 
On the matchup against Buffalo: 
 
“They are very well coached and they play hard. One thing that we talk to our kids 
about, we have to do a great job against their pressure and their physicality. There is 
a reason why they have won so many games. I think they are a very good defensive 
team. They play hard, they compete, they’re very aggressive and they do a great job 
going to the glass and getting second shots. We have to make sure we are tough with 
the basketball and set good screens and move without the ball; be strong with the 
ball. It’s going to definitely be two different styles you’re going to see tomorrow.” 
 
On the key to success this year:  
 
“I think we are playing our best basketball right now. I think the way we finished our 
season, we were one of eight to ten teams playing really, really well. I think it showed 
with how we finished, beating Ohio State at home, who won the Big Ten, and our last 



two games at home against the number one team in the country, Connecticut. We’re 
going to have to do a great job in transition and make sure Buffalo has to defend 
multiple actions against us. If the game is officiated like it should be with freedom of 
movement and one touch and two hands off, that’s how we play and that’s the way 
things should go tomorrow.”  
 
On the play of the team since the win against Ohio State:  
 
“I think how we share the basketball and our shooting percentage has definitely 
increased. At this point in the season, I think one thing that we have done is holding 
teams to one shot and out. We have done a good job of taking care of the basketball 
as well. All season long, we have prided ourselves on defending without fouling and 
the statistics show that. I think those are the biggest positives. I think after that Ohio 
State game with the way we shared it and shot it, we continued to share the basketball 
and have four-five guys in double figures. We continued to do a good job defending 
the basketball and sharing the basketball without fouling.” 
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Senior Guard Laia Flores: 
 
On lessons learned from previous NCAA tournaments: 
 
“Well this is my fourth NCAA tournament and we have never passed the second round so we know 
we have to focus on every game. We can’t think about the Sweet Sixteen even if it’s our goal, we have 
to focus on Buffalo. We just need to go out there tomorrow and play a hard 40 minutes and treat each 
possession like it’s our last.” 
 
Junior Guard Kitija Laksa: 
 
On making up for last year’s game: 
 
“Last year is already history. We can grow from it, get the best from it and learn from our mistakes. 
This year is a new opportunity. We have been playing really hard and preparing for the upcoming 
game all season long. I know we are ready and it’s going to be a fun day tomorrow.” 
 
Senior Forward Maria Jespersen: 
 
On how playing UCONN makes them a better team: 
 
“When you play UCONN, especially the last two times we played them, we showed that we can play 
with them. Our last game against them gave us the confidence that we can play with the best in the 
country. It’s always fun to play against the best, that’s what you want to do, that’s what you want to 
be. We are up for the challenge and are improving everytime.” 
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