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Opening Statement 
“I told our team: I’m not happy with the result.  It felt different than two weeks ago.  
I thought our kids played hard. I thought our defensive kids played hard. I thought we 
had some kids give us some really good efforts.  I thought those two plays in the first 
half really changed the whole complexion of the game – the turnover we had that gave 
them the short field that made it a 14-10 game, and then we blew the overage right 
before the half.  Then they got the easy touchdown on the wheel route.  And that’s a 
play we just can’t give up.  That really changed the dynamic of the game. Then we 
had a misfit on the first play of the second half.  After the Notre Dame and the Clemson 
game you just had the sick feeling in your stomach … I was proud how we played after 
that.  I felt our defensive kids still played hard.  I think guys like Zeek Rodney and 
Luke Masterson and Justin Strand and Cam Glenn and Essang Bassey – I though those 
guys really played hard.  Offensively, we got off to a good start.  We didn’t make 
enough plays on the perimeter that you need to make with what they were doing.  
Sam (Hartman) had a little bit of a rough games, but he bounced back on that last 
drive and it was good to see us get another touchdown.  Right now we are very thin; 
a very beat up group. I think our kids have stuck together.  Again, losing is never 
acceptable.  There is no consolation.  At least I saw a football team that I thought 
prepared hard, played hard and fought hard.  We’ll take some positives from that and 
move forward.”   
 
On the timeout before Florida State’s successful wheel route… 
“Just to make sure we had the call down. Was it a fourth down?  They had been 
sometimes subbing different personnel on fourth down, and we were in the call we 
wanted to be in.  We had a player just totally blow the coverage.” 
 
On the play of quarterback Sam Hartman… 
“Very up and down.  He started up and really struggled.  He made some really poor 
decisions in the pocket.  We get a first and 10, we throw a three-step, and he takes a 
12-yard sack.  We go for it on fourth down, we take a sack, and they get the ball near 
midfield.  The third down, we go for I,t but nobody is open, and he just goes 
backwards.  He made some really poor decisions in the pocket that cost us a lot of 
yardage.  This isn’t high school football.  You play defensive ends that are faster than 
you.  He’s a true freshman quarterback, and he competes, and he plays hard but he’s 
learning some lessons the hard way.  I wanted to get him and settle him down and I 
felt he was rattled.  We wanted to give Jamie (Newton) a chance to play.  Then we 
wanted to get Sam in there for one more series and hopefully have some success with 
him so hopefully it would help next week’s practice.  It was good.  He went down the 
field and threw a touchdown to Sage (Surratt) and made the score a little bit more 
respectable.  It was good to see him make some positive plays that drive.” 
 
 



Was this a good game for Sam Hartman? 
“Yes, I think he played well early, and we moved the football.  He missed some throws 
that if he hits, who knows, maybe its 14 or 21-0.  This isn’t the Florida State team we 
played four years ago … these guys are going through their own growing pains.  But 
they still had really good players and really talented kinds.  When you play them 
(Florida State) the margin for error is small.  You can’t miss a third down and just get 
it the next time.  It’s the importance of every play, the importance of every drive.  He’s 
learning it and he competes.  Quite honestly we are facing some adversity this year 
that we didn’t dace a year ago in terms of injuries and being thin.  It was certainly 
never the play to go in this year with a freshman quarterback.  Things happen. Injuries 
happen and you play the hand you are dealt.  The important thing is that guys 
compete, we get better and we stick together.  We are in this boat together.  Today it 
felt like we were in it together.  Two weeks ago ... that was a hard one to live with for 
two weeks.  This one I’m not happy but I can live with the effort and I can live with 
the preparation and I do feel there is a locker room that does care.  They are willing 
to work and fight through adversity – that’s what you need from youngsters.”  
 
 
 


