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TALLAHASSEE -- Florida State will celebrate their senior class on Tuesday evening before they tip-off against Virginia 
Tech in a crucial Atlantic Coast Conference match-up. 
 
Among the five who will be celebrated before the start of the game is center Christ Koumadje, who hails from the 
country of Chad, arrived at FSU after a two-year stint at Montverde Academy near Orlando, Fla. He has been in the 
United States since 2013, but in reflecting on his four seasons in Tallahassee stated that it is home and where he has 
grown as a young man. 
 
"Just a lot of memories," Koumadje said in reflecting on his career and time as a Seminole. 
 
Koumadje committed to FSU after visiting alongside Dwayne Bacon, an AAU teammate, and Malik Beasley.  He 
bought into a program that has seen brighter days since his arrival alongside that duo. 
 
"Just from my freshman year to now, just coming in with the guys that I came in with and the basketball aspect of 
improving as a player on and off the court. I just learned a lot," Koumadje said. 
 
For Koumadje, FSU provided an opportunity for him to settle in. It also provided him with a second family. 
"I have always moved around a lot. I was in that atmosphere already. Even back home I moved around a lot," 
Koumadje said of the years leading up to his arrival at FSU. "As far as being away from my mom and family, it is 
something I got used to. It wasn't easy at first, but with time I just got better used to it. 
 
"I have spent more time in the last four years being around those guys than I did even with my own brothers," 
Koumadje said of his current and past teammates in Garnet and Gold. "They mean a lot. I get along with everybody 
on the team. 
 
"The coaches, they support me on and off the court with my academics. Coach Ham is like a father figure, not only 
to me but with nearly everyone on the team," Koumadje added. "He treats us like his own people." 
 
Leonard Hamilton loves all of his players. It is a common trait displayed by him over his 17 seasons with the 
Seminoles. He also tends to have a special place in his heart for big men. Koumadje, through the ups and downs of 
his career, has always known that Hamilton had his back. 
 
That trust and relationship is paying dividends as Koumadje is playing the best ball of his career in his final stretch 
run with the Seminoles. 
 
His best play has come during Atlantic Coast Conference play this season. He enters Tuesday’s game against Virginia 
Tech averaging a career-high 6.9 points and having scored in double figures in four of the last six games and in a 
career-high seven games this season. He has scored a single-season career-high 200 points as a senior with his 
season-high of 20 points coming in Florida State’s 88-66 victory over Wake Forest in Tallahassee on Feb. 13. 
 
Over his last six games, he is averaging 10.7 points per game. In that same stretch, he has pulled 7.5 rebounds per 
game. He has scored in double figures in four of his last six ACC games and totaled his career-high of 12 rebounds in 
Florida State’s victory over Wake Forest on Feb. 13 and at Georgia Tech on Feb. 16. He earned the first two double-
doubles of his career against the Demon Deacons and the Yellow Jackets. 
 
"He has done a good job improving," Hamilton said. "He is being more consistent. He is responding to coaching. He 
has been a pleasure to coach. 



 
"I think he is feeling good about himself," Hamilton added. "I am expecting him as much as anyone to come on really 
strong here at the end of the season." 
 
Koumadje showed flashes as a junior but a foot injury stymied his progress in the second half of the season. He has 
navigated the 2018-19 season with good health, and admittedly a more focused approach. 
 
"This year I have felt healthy and took care of my body a little bit better and stuff like that," Koumadje said. "When 
you are healthy, you just go out and play and let the chips fall how they will." 
 
While Koumadje's time as a Seminole will be celebrated on Tuesday evening. He, along with the other four seniors, 
believe they have another chapter or two to write in their storied careers. 
 
"It is the last go-around for me and for many of the seniors," Koumadje said. "Everybody here came here for a bigger 
reason than just playing college basketball. We are trying to go all the way. We are not trying to underachieve; we 
are trying to take it all the way." 
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