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Amanda Doherty gets lost in the shuffle at times. 
 
The junior isn't one of the two Florida State golfers named to the 2019 All-ACC Team. Her stroke average of 73 is the 
third-best on the FSU roster this season. 
 
But her importance has gone up significantly this time of year for the Seminoles. 
 
Beginning Monday, the No. 11 Seminoles compete in the Auburn Regional of the NCAA Championships at 
the Saugahatchee Country Club in Opelika, Alabama. 
 
On a team with four freshmen in the starting lineup, Doherty is the only FSU golfer who has played in an NCAA 
Championship. 
 
She was in many ways surprised how ready each of the Seminoles' four freshmen was for the stage of elite college 
golf. 
 
"At first, you don't really know what you're going to get, but they're all really strong golfers and we work well 
together as a team," Doherty told the Democrat. 
 
"They've all played in big events before." 
 
Still, the stakes shift dramatically come the postseason and that's where Doherty's postseason experience has been 
huge for the rest of the team. 
 
"She's played at back to back national championships so she knows exactly how this works and so she's kind of a 
calming factor for them," FSU head coach Amy Bond told the Democrat. 
 
"This group of freshmen is a very experienced group of freshmen, but they're new to college golf so they've played 
in many, many tournaments that are worth so much more than this as they're playing for their country instead of 
their school. 
 
"The calming effect she has to go, 'Hey guys, this is just another golf tournament. We're just going to go out and play 
54 holes just like we've done every other time of the year,' It's nice to have that." 
 
Doherty earned All-ACC honors as a sophomore in 2018. Her 72.09 stroke average that season, the fourth-best in a 
season in program history. 
 
This season, she has been thrust very quickly from her role as a newcomer to the team veteran after the Seminoles 
lost three seniors off last year's team. 
 
"She's kind of been forced into that role, but at the same time, she's really welcomed that role because she's the 
only one who knows what's going on besides the coaching staff and we all know you'd rather hear it from your peers 
than your coaches most of the time," Bond said. 
 
"She's really opened up in this role and taken it upon herself to say, 'I'm the only one who knows something so I 
want to share it with them.'" 
 



After helping FSU make consecutive NCAA Championship Finals in her first two seasons, she'll look to help make it 
three straight appearances in Auburn. 
 
The Seminoles are the No. 3 seed in the Auburn Regional with the top six teams of the three-round, 24-team 
tournament advancing to the NCAA Championship Finals in Fayetteville, Arkansas from May 17 through 22. 
While the stage is new for the Seminoles, the course is not. 
 
FSU won the Evans-Derby Invitational on the same course in Auburn just over a month ago in late March, shooting 
six-over-par and winning the tournament by four strokes. 
 
It's the second straight year FSU has recently played at its NCAA Regional site after the Seminoles hosted last season. 
 
"Normally we get one practice round and get thrown on the golf course and go, 'Good luck. Learn it as you go.' For 
us, we have four rounds already on the golf course," Bond said. 
 
"They've seen the golf course; they've played it in tournament conditions so they kind of have an idea of what it's 
going to be like. It was just a month ago so other than it being a lot warmer now, the course should play similar to 
what it played before." 
 
At the tournament, FSU freshmen Frida Kinhult and Beatrice Wallin tied for third place with a score of one-under-
par. Doherty tied for 12th place at three-over. 
 
This direct experience in addition to the Seminoles' recent form -- FSU enters having finished second or better in 
three of its last four tournaments -- has given them reason to be confident. 
 
"I feel like our games are all headed in the right direction. You want to be playing well at this time of year," Doherty 
said. 
 
"I feel good about my game for myself and I think everybody feels good about their games, the team as a whole."  
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