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Opening Statement:  
“I’d like to credit first Coach Taggart and Florida State. They played hard and they played a full and 
complete game right to the very last play and anyone that was in the stadium today witnessed an 
amazing football game with two teams trying as hard as they could try to win. I felt lucky to be part of it. 
I’m really proud of my players and staff. The work they put in and to have another tangible takeaway that 
progress is being made and then to have so many people come and support us was so gratifying to not 
only myself but to my staff and the players. I think they’ve worked really hard and have earned the 
chance to have that kind of support so it was gratifying to see and feel it and to recognize it. It had an 
impact on the game. It helped us win. I’m appreciative of that.” 
 
On 4th quarter offensive adjustments 
“It just became clearer finally what we were able to do, how we’re going to need to do it and in what time 
we needed to do it in. These things just became crystal clear at halftime. It didn’t manifest necessarily in 
the third quarter quite as much. The fourth quarter looked similar to our opening drive, and those two 
drives had some things in common that we found.” 
 
On the last Florida State play 
“I expected them to run the play and our defense and staff did a really nice job. They have no timeouts so 
I expected them to run the play. They’re an up-tempo team anyway and our defense and staff did a nice 
job of getting the call in. The player [Cam Akers] that had the ball for them is a phenomenal football 
player. It was a wild and hard-fought and effort-filled and physical finish to a game that basically looked 
like that the whole time. I wouldn’t question at all what they did. That’s a tempo team. That was a normal 
play to a very good football player and they thought they could win.” 
 
On Wayne Taulapapa’s play in short-yardage situations 
“I love Wayne – his heart, his consistency, his trustworthiness, how physical he is, and how mature he is. 
The combination between him and Bryce [Perkins] in the short-yardage situations – they just wouldn’t be 
stopped. It wasn’t pretty necessarily, but short-yardage isn’t really pretty football. But it was effective 
football. I really liked what I saw from Wayne.” 
 
On Bryce Perkins’ play in the 2nd half 
“How do you stop him? We’re not growing the program at the rate we’re growing it without Bryce 
Perkins. He plays within the system really well and he plays outside the system really well, and we need 
both. He’s exemplary. I’m so lucky he’s here and we’re so lucky he’s here, not only by how he plays but 
who he is. Without him, we don’t win.” 
 
On Nick Grant’s play tonight 
“He made an amazing play to help us win the game. He played well all night. He was targeted all night. He 
withstood it like a champion.” 
 
On Bryce Perkins’ decision-making 
“I think it’s just the same kind of scenario that he threw some interceptions in the week before: out of the 
pocket and just trying to do a little too much. It’s a fine line. I would much rather rein him in. I want an 
aggressive quarterback. I want him to try and make plays and I want him to think he can make every 
play.” 


