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Louisiana Monroe Coaches’ Quotes 
 
Head Coach Matt Viator 
 
Opening Statement 
“Congratulations to Florida State.  They really, at the end, made one more play than we did.  I’m really 
proud of our players.  To be down 21-0 in this kind of environment against those kind of players, just can’t 
say enough about them.  We kind of hung in there a little bit, I think it was 24-7 at the half.  I thought 
Corey Straughter’s interception return for a touchdown really turned the game.  Kind of gave us some life.  
We came up with three turnovers on defense, if I remember right in the second half, which was big.  I 
thought our offense really started to move the football.  Finally made some big plays in the passing game.   
Josh Pederson had some big catches.  Xavier Brown had a big one down there.  Jonathon Hodoh had a really 
big one in the corner.  We battled back.  But, at the end of the day … we talked about it last night in the 
team meeting … I told the players the goal was to battle, get to the second half and the fourth quarter and 
have a chance to win the game, and we did.  We really did what we set out to do.  We just came up a point 
short.  A lot of credit to Josh Johnson – another big game for him.”    
 
How Did You Keep Your Team Motivated In the Second Half? 
“We just told them to keep battling.  We felt like in the first half, we just didn’t execute offensively.  We 
dropped some balls and stuff that was uncharacteristic of what we do.  We got a couple of plays wrong -- 
signaling in.  Just really, really out of character.  Defensively, we just couldn’t get them off the field on third 
down.  That was the big thing.  We told them to keep battling and get out there and play and keep play as 
hard as you can play.  I thought Straughter’s interception – that made it a 10-point game and gave us a 
little jolt. And we got the strip, went down and scored and now it 24-21.  Now it’s a new ballgame.  Give 
Florida State credit.  We went up four, kicked the ball, and they’ve got to go 75 yards to score and they did.  
Give our kids credit, we go down a get a field goal.  It was back and forth.  I though both teams played hard 
and we just came up a little short.”   
 
On The Play of Caleb Evans 
“I though early in the game we were out of rhythm.  We had a few drops in there; stuff that would have 
extended some drives.  It was frustrating because they were in a rhythm on offense.  We needed to sustain 
some drives and get them off the field like what Boise did last week – kept them off the field – that’s what 
we needed to do.  We were dropping some balls, and we weren’t getting enough first downs.  They were 
just in that rhythm.  I thought the pick-six kind of changed some things for us.  Give our kids credit – we 
kept battling.  Certainly 21-0 at the end of the first quarter in this kind of environment and here we are – 
take it to overtime.” 


