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Alabama State Coaches Quotes 
 
Head Coach Donald Hill-Eley 
 
Opening Statement 
“We knew coming into the contest it was an uphill fight going against a very good football program; Power 
5.  I’m just very impressed with my young men and how hard they fought for four quarters.  They continued 
to fight even though we had things happen here and there.  They have been showing resilience all year and 
today, if nothing else, we take away that these guys played hard for each other.  I’m real happy about that.”  
 
Talk about your offense after the running game was taken away early 
“When we looked at the scouting report, trust me, those guys (Florida State) are much bigger in person 
then they are on paper.  Anytime you’ve got guys, 6-4, 360 and 370 pounds – they out manned us; they 
out-girthed us in the middle, so we knew we were going to have trouble trying to knock them back off of 
the ball.  We were able to get around and off-tackle a couple of times with our run game but more 
importantly I was very impressed with how the offensive line blocked those guys up, and we were able to 
throw the ball around. I think we had close to 300 yards passing. We always say, ‘Take what they give us,’ 
and what the defense gave us today was throwing lanes and KD (KHA’Darris Davis) and Mike (Michael 
Jefferson) took advantage of it.” 
 
Talk about the play of your receivers 
“All of those guys stepped up.  I’m just so impressed and so happy about how hard those guys played.  They 
made some great catches out there. I’m just very impressed with those guys and very happy with how they 
played.” 
 
Talk about the improvement of your team after playing at Auburn last season. 
“I though Auburn we went in and played for a quarter.  The training room was full after that game – not 
that that team is much better than this team -- I think we’ve grown.  We’ve been able to have great strength 
and conditioning (program), we’ve been able to get our guys in position where they are mature, and they’ve 
been able to step out on the field and take on some of these guys.  This year is a little different if you look 
at this as it was played, we gave them some things but the key was the guys continued to play.  That was 
so impressive to me.” 
 
On moving forward to Alabama State’s final game of the season 
“We will get back home and get a chance to play and close out with these seniors – guys who have really 
been the cornerstone for the change in the program, and we to be able to send them out the right way. It’s 
not a cakewalk; we are going against a Prairie View team that has been real strong all year, beat us pretty 
bad when we played them down there, so we have to come back out and dot the I’s and cross the T’s and 
make our plays when we take them on that following Thursday on Thanksgiving.” 
 
 


