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Every April, the eyes of the golfing world turn to a small town right on the Georgia-South Carolina border for The 
Masters Tournament. This exclusive club, Augusta National, has never allowed for an all-women tournament to be 
played on its grounds, until this year. The Augusta National Women’s Amateur (ANWA) will take place from April 3 
through the 6 at two courses, the Champions Retreat Golf Club and Augusta National.  
 
The only ways to qualify for this event is to have won a women’s amateur major tournament, while the other players 
were chosen out of the top 30 in U.S. for the Women’s World Amateur Golf Rankings. The remaining spots were 
filled by the 30 best players from around the world.  
 
The field will feature 72 of the best women’s amateur golfers from around the world. Within the field, there will be 
two current Florida State golfers: junior Amanda Doherty and freshman Beatrice Wallin. 
 
“It’s pretty special, I would swap places with them in a heartbeat to be able to go play Augusta,” said FSU head coach 
Amy Bond. “What a great opportunity it is to have two players play in the very first tournament for women at 
Augusta National.” 
 
Doherty and Wallin received their invitations in different ways. The Swedish born golfer was in the top 30 of the 
remaining players after the committee picked out the U.S. golfers, so Wallin received a formal invite in the mail at 
her home in Sweden.  
 
“I was super excited, and I was a little shocked,” said Wallin. “I told my brother because he plays golf as well and he 
was like ‘oh my god, can I please come caddy for you?’ and I said ‘yeah, sure.’” 
 
Doherty’s process was a bit more nerve racking, as she wasn’t in the top 30 from the U.S. and she didn’t win any of 
the tournaments to automatically qualify, so she had to wait for someone to deny the invitation to play. Eventually 
she did receive the call, and she wasn’t the only one who was excited.  
 
“I was recruiting in Daytona when Amanda [Doherty] called me, and she called me super excited,” said Bond. “I think 
I screamed in the mall just loud enough where maybe a few people heard me.”  
 
Even though the two come from different sides of the globe, the mystique of Augusta National resonates with both. 
Doherty comes from Atlanta, Georgia, and she grew up with The Masters being played a little more than two hours 
from her. Unlike her teammate, Wallin came all the way from Olofstorp, Sweden to play at FSU.  
 
“I think it is really cool being from Georgia, I’ve only been there once to watch it with my dad,” said Doherty. “It’s a 
special place, so I’m just excited to go there and participate in this event.” 
 
So far this year the two have played solid golf, both have a stroke average under 72.9 and each possessing a top-10 
finish on the year. In their last two outings the two have played well, Doherty had a T16 finish at the Darius Rucker 
Intercollegiate and a T12 at the Evans Derby Experience. Wallin on the other hand, posted a T22 and T3 in her last 
two events. 
 
The first two rounds of the ANWA will be played at the Champions Retreat Golf Club, from there the field will be 
dwindled down to 30 and play will be moved to Augusta National for the final round. All of the girls are guaranteed 
a practice round on Friday, but in order to play a competition round at Augusta, they’re will have to make the cut. 
 



Adding to the lists of firsts for this event, the final round of the ANWA will be broadcasted on NBC Sports giving off 
even more of the feel of a true golf major. This event continues the trend of promoting the women’s side of golf, 
and Bond is all for the promotion of the sport.  
 
“Who would have ever thought this is where we would be at this point in time, to not only have a tournament at 
Augusta, but to also have our national championship televised as well,” said Bond. “These are the best amateur 
players in the world and now they’re going to be highlighted.”  
 


