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As the lone four-year senior on this year's Florida State men's basketball team, Trent Forrest knows what it takes to 
win at the highest level. 
 
He's been a part of a level of success in his time with the Seminoles unlike any in recent program history. He also 
knew the challenge that the Seminoles faced this season having six new players on the roster as they set out to 
replace six major pieces off last year's team. 
 
There was a time before the season when Forrest was unsure if the new Seminoles would be up to the task that lies 
ahead against a tough ACC schedule. 
 
"Throughout summer, me and some of the coaches, I would meet with them and I would just be like, 'I don't know 
if these guys are going to be ready,'" Forrest said. 
 
With No. 20 FSU (11-2, 1-1 in ACC) set to begin a stretch of 18 straight conference games with a home stint against 
Georgia Tech (6-6, 1-1) Tuesday at noon, it's safe to say that the beginning stretch of FSU's season has changed 
Forrest's mind. 
 
"They've definitely exceeded my expectations and done more," Forrest said. 
 
"I couldn't be more happy for those guys." 
 
FSU has been led by consistent performances from a number of veterans this season as Forrest, sophomore Devin 
Vassell and junior M.J. Walker are all averaging more than 10 points. 
 
But the Seminoles' youth movement has also come up big for them this season, growing into the season despite 
FSU's brutal non-conference schedule. 
 
For proof, look no further than FSU's two talented true freshmen and the impact they've made. 
 
Freshman forward Patrick Williams is averaging 9.2 points -- fourth-most on the team by a wide margin -- while 
shooting over 50% from the field and 39% from three this season. 
 
Freshman center Balsa Koprivica has had more of an up-and-down season to date as he's struggled with fouls and in 
certain games. He's still making the most of his minutes, though, averaging 6.2 points and 2.6 rebounds in 12.7 
minutes per game. 
 
"What we've tried to do is allow them to mature and improve at a normal rate without the pressure," FSU head 
coach Leonard Hamilton said. 
 
"They're capable of impacting the game, there's no doubt about that, and we want their maturation to be at the 
rate that's comfortable for them with us encouraging them and pushing them, putting them out there in these type 
of situations. 
 
"I must say I'm expecting them to be factors in our season. I think they've shown that they're capable, but we want 
them to continue to keep getting better and I think you saw signs (Saturday) that they are improving and they're 
comfortable. They're showing a level of maturity and they're becoming more consistent." 
 



Saturday's non-conference finale against North Alabama was a testament to the strides both have made. Koprivica 
scored 13 points while making five of his six shots from the floor while Williams added 12 points, three rebounds, 
three assists and made both of his three-point attempts. 
 
"Since the summer, they bought into what we are about," redshirt sophomore forward Malik Osborne said. 
 
"We emphasized as returners and vets that this program is predicated on 18 strong and so sometimes, it will be your 
night and sometimes it won't be your night...We're a brotherhood and, off the court, we're as close as can be so we 
keep each other motivated, we talk about these things and keep our spirits high." 
 
While Osborne was around the team last year while forced to sit out a season after transferring from Rice, this is his 
first season playing for the Seminoles. He enters the GT matchup coming off a game where he led FSU with a season-
high 14 points in 18 minutes of action. 
 
Add in back-up point guard RayQuan Evans continuing to improve as he gets caught up after he missed seven weeks 
over the summer and fall with a torn hamstring and you see how the Seminoles' depth is showing itself at the ideal 
moment. 
 
"We are making progress in those areas that have been missing," Hamilton said. 
 
"That's part of the growth. Trying to integrate six new players into your rotation and now you're getting ready to go 
into a conference schedule that you're going to have to be ready to play every day." 
 
It may come as a surprise given all the Seminoles lost off last year's team, but the KenPom rating system look at FSU 
favorably entering the bulk of ACC play. 
 
KenPom predicts FSU to finish ACC play at 12-8 and in fourth in the conference standings. If that happens, it would 
give the Seminoles a double-bye in the ACC Tournament for the second straight season. 
 
If it's going to happen, it will be in large part behind continued progress from FSU's newcomers. 
 
"We all know that we go deep into the bench so you never know at what time you're going to be asked to come into 
the game and make an impact," Forrest said. 
 
"We're just as confident in those guys as we are in the starters. It doesn't matter who it is. I feel like if we can have 
that balance like we did (Saturday) with those guys coming in and bringing their energy and that spark off the bench, 
it's going to be hard to stop us." 
 


