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Sardaar Calhoun knew his worth as a basketball player. 
 
As a two-star recruit out of Blue Ridge High School in St. George, Virginia, Calhoun had a few scholarships to play 
basketball at the Division-I level from programs that aren't exactly prominent on the national level, but he saw a 
brighter future. 
 
After passing on these offers and electing instead to go the junior college route for two years, the gamble paid off. 
He committed to FSU last September, signed in November and is set to arrive at FSU ahead of the 2020-21 season. 
"I went the JUCO route because I wanted to maximize my basketball peak," Calhoun told the Democrat. 
 
"I wasn’t a highly recruited guy coming out of high school, but one thing I learned is that no one can stop what God 
has in store for you and I’m glad I waited patiently. Best decision of my life." 
 
The gamble could have been seen as a risky one as he passed on a few tangible Division-I offers -- including a few 
with major conference teams -- to bet on himself. 
 
But Calhoun's development as a shooter during his two seasons at Missouri State-West Plains Junior College 
validated his choice. 
 
After shooting 33% from three in each of his final two high school seasons, the 6-foot-6 shooting guard found his 
stroke at the collegiate level. He shot 42.9% from the perimeter and averaged 17.6 points his freshman season at 
MSU-WP. 
 
This helped his recruitment blow up as he became the No. 3 overall junior college recruit in the 2020 class. His 
breakout led to Calhoun drawing interest from FSU, Illinois, LSU, Seton Hall, among others, the summer after his first 
season. He picked the Seminoles over these others just days after finishing his official visit in early September. 
 
"I chose Florida State because it’s an all-in program," Calhoun said. 
 
"Everyone from the coaches to the custodians who help pick up trash after late games want a national championship 
here in Tallahassee and I’m blessed that Florida State chose me." 
 
After signing in November alongside five-star recruit Scottie Barnes, Calhoun took his game to another level in his 
second season with the Grizzlies. 
 
He finished the 2019-20 season averaging 18.9 points and 4.5 rebounds per game. Over the season, he made 45.6% 
of his threes and shot 48.5% from the floor, earning an honorable mention on the NJCAA All-America team. 
 
FSU commit Sardaar Calhoun shot 48% from the floor and 43% from three in his first year at Missouri State-West 
Plains Junior College. 
 
"I’ve gotten better all around," Calhoun said of his improvements since high school. 
 
"It definitely took some time to sharpen my mechanics, but my confidence is out the roof. Every shot that comes off 
my fingertips I think is money." 
 



Asked to compare his game to that of someone in the NBA, Calhoun sees himself as a mix of Bradley Beal and Dennis 
Smith Jr. 
 
Calhoun choosing FSU because it was all-in proved to be prophetic. In spite of losing a major core from the previous 
year's team, the Seminoles rattled off perhaps the best regular season in program history after he signed, winning 
the first regular-season ACC Championship in program history. 
 
FSU again loses a few major pieces in senior point guard Trent Forrest and early departures Devin Vassell and Patrick 
Williams, but the way in which the Seminoles have replaced key departures recently has them poised to again 
contend this upcoming season. 
 
While the transition from junior college to D-I can be challenging, Calhoun is set to arrive with confidence in himself 
and how those around the FSU basketball program can help him improve even more. 
 
"I’ll fit in perfectly. Everyone on the roster wants to win and I’m all for winning and the player development at FSU 
is off the charts," Calhoun said. 
 
"I’ll be a pro on and off the court with the tools at FSU." 
 
Calhoun will arrive at FSU whenever incoming freshmen are allowed on campus over the summer with the same 
NBA aspirations that every incoming recruit aspires to. But his other goal for his upcoming time as a Seminole should 
bring a smile to the face of every FSU fan. 
 
"I just want to win (FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton) a national championship. Coach Hamilton deserves it." 
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