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It may be Cristina Roque’s true freshman season, but she’s already playing like a seasoned starter for the 
Seminoles. 

After drawing the start in goal over junior Brooke Bollinger in last week’s home opener, Roque was again 
the starting goalkeeper in Sunday’s 1-0 victory over Louisville at the Seminole Soccer Complex.  

A high-pressure defense in front of her was a major factor, but Roque saved both shots that came her 
way last week — good for one combined shutout and one complete shutout in the true freshman’s first 
two games, with Bollinger entering in the final minutes of Thursday’s 5-0 victory over Notre Dame. 

Despite earning the start in goal for the Seminoles, the Winter Garden, Florida native was as surprised as 
many of the fans who saw her name penciled in may have been. However, when the Seminoles turned 
their matchup with the Fighting Irish into a blowout, Roque was able to find a comfort level that she’s 
sustained since. 

“When I was chosen to play, then I was definitely nervous, but my team made it easy for me to calm my 
nerves and play,” Roque said. 

Following last Thursday’s game, head coach Mark Krikorian confirmed that the starting goalkeeper’s job 
was Roque’s to lose. It’s a tall order for any true freshman, as Roque became just the second to start the 
season in goal during Krikorian’s tenure. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Roque spent a few months training with the Seminoles in order to get 
her feet under her. Though her preparations were largely put on hold after March, the freshman said 
she learned a lot about how high the bar is set at Florida State. 

“I feel like spring definitely helped… it helped me get the idea of what normal is here,” Roque stated. 

The definition of “normal” for the No. 2 'Noles is, of course, a far cry from many collegiate soccer teams’ 
wildest dreams. After all, it was just two seasons ago that the Seminoles won their second national title.  

Normal teams aren’t favored to shut out their opponents on a regular basis, but that speaks to the level 
of consistent success that Krikorian has engineered in Tallahassee. After Sunday’s victory over Louisville, 
211 of Krikorian’s 374 games as head coach have been shutouts, with Roque being the latest to add to 
that impressive tally. 

“It’s always a high expectation here, just because everyone’s so good… it’s all professional, the 
atmosphere,” Roque said. “So it just makes you want to work harder and make sure you’re up to that 
standard every single day.” 

Asked about what contributed to her individual success, Roque was quick to share the credit, citing a 
stalwart defense that has kept opposing teams in check and yielded just two shots on goal all season. 

“They know what they’re doing, and I’m just able to be behind them if they need help,” Roque said. 
“They make it easier for me, but obviously I need to come through and make saves sometimes, and I’m 
able to do that when I need to.” 



In Roque’s case, she says she’s just grateful to have a season in the first place, especially after the 
COVID-19 pandemic put athletics on the shelf for a few months. While some athletes had lingering 
questions about their eligibility or worried about missing their senior season, Roque said she’s happy to 
get her feet off the ground and begin her college career. 

So far, she’s started off with a bang — and look for Roque to come up with some clutch saves for the 
Seminoles this season. 


