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The journey from Sweden has prepared me for new experiences such as living away from home, meeting new 
people, and managing my own time. However, I never would have guessed that playing in the U.S. Open as an 
amateur could be on that list.  
 
I started playing golf when my brother dragged me with him to the neighbor’s golf course that he loved so much. At 
first, I didn’t think it was for me. Then, he convinced me to start playing with him every Saturday and I soon realized 
that maybe I had some talent.  
 
I dreamed of playing golf at an American university since I was 13 years old, when I was talking with a Swedish player 
who went to college. She told me all about her experiences in America and my eyes widened. I couldn’t wait for the 
opportunity to be a college athlete, playing my favorite sport for a school. However, I had more than a few years 
and lots of practice left.  
 
In high school, I was homeschooled so I could focus on my golf game. I wouldn’t see this as a sacrifice, but it was 
difficult adjusting to a life that constantly revolved around golf. But, it gave me the opportunity to travel and dedicate 
myself to the sport.  
  
I became the best golfer I could be, motivating myself each day to keep improving. When it was time to visit colleges, 
I toured with my best friend and current teammate, Frida Kinhult. We absolutely fell in love with Florida State’s 
atmosphere and campus. The weather was also a plus, especially compared to the freezing cold back home. I could 
really see myself at Florida State from the moment I stepped foot and felt like I belonged here.  
 
Moving away from home was difficult but it taught me a few key skills: grocery shopping, washing laundry, and doing 
the dishes. Without moving across the world and living on my own, who knows if my shelves would be empty right 
now! 
 
All of the people here, especially the coaches, have made me a better golfer and a better person. Qualifying for the 
U.S. Open as an amateur has been surreal and nerve-wracking to say the least, but I am extremely grateful for an 
opportunity to compete with the best.  
 
I love to compete; it motivates me to always focus on improving my game. At practices, I like to play games and 
compete with my teammates in order to make it more enjoyable. My ideology is also based on some advice that I 
have received over the years:  
 

1. Always keep fighting 
2. Don’t give up  
3. Make it fun  

 
Being able to travel across the nation with my teammates have been some of the best moments in my college career. 
It will be hard attending the U.S. Open without all of them there, but I know they will be supporting me from 
Tallahassee.  
 
My teammates have made my experience at Florida State something worth remembering. They support me during 
the difficult times and make me realize the importance of teamwork. From the outside looking in, golf might not 
seem like a challenge to a collegiate golfer. However, it is probably one of the biggest challenges I have faced in my 
life. The most frustrating part is playing for 4+ hours and being off your game without knowing why. There is always 
room to improve and I have to remind myself that not every round will be my best one.  



 
At such a young age, I feel like I have so much left to learn. However, the biggest piece of advice I could give to a 
young golfer who dreams of this moment is to have fun. Enjoying your sport is the most important part because 
you’ll continue to love what you’re doing for years to come.   
 
With recent events, I have learned not to take things for granted. I have been extremely lucky with the support 
system I have and the opportunities that have been presented to me. Without Florida State, my coaches, my 
teammates, and my family, I would not be the golfer I am today.  
 
Thank you to my family, especially my parents and my brother for always supporting my dream of becoming a college 
athlete. While you won’t be able to watch in person, I know that I’ll be able to hear you cheering from Sweden.  
 
  


