
Alice Hodge: Learning And Growing As A Freshman  
By Chuck Walsh  
Seminoles.com 
May 20, 2021 
 
 SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (seminoles.com) – It’s one of those “where were you when it happened” moments.  One 
of those events in your life that you will always remember exactly what you were doing when a specific event occurs.   
 
 It was certainly one of those moments for Florida State Head Coach Amy Bond. 
 
 The moment Seminole freshman Alice Hodge holed in for an albatross (three strokes under par on a hole) 
during Florida State’s match against Duke in the ACC Championship.   
 
 “I turned around (on hole No. 16 at Sedgefield Country Club) and here comes this ball,” said Bond.  “The 
ball was rolling up the green on 15, and I remember saying to myself – ‘that’s a pretty good shot.’  The ball keeps 
rolling, rolling, rolling … and it goes in.  I raised my arms and let out a yell.  I said ‘a kid just made an albatross … and 
she happens to be one of our kids.’” 
 
  For Hodge, a Seminole freshman who will play in her first career NCAA Championship beginning Friday, 
playing in the ACC Championship provided the most pressure she has experienced on the golf course. 
 

“I knew Sedgefield was going to be a tough match and knew I had to give it my all,” said Hodge.  “After 
going three down through seven (holes), I knew I needed to make something happen. The eagle on hole No. 9 was 
a bit of a turning point. Coach (Robert) Duck came up to me on the 15th and told me I needed to make a four, so I 
definitely felt a lot of pressure on that hole.” 

 
And yes, you read that correctly.  Hodge carded an eagle and an albatross.  In the same round.  In the ACC 

Championship match.   
 
Achieving success in the classroom as a student-athlete and as a member of the nationally ranked Seminoles 

Women’s Golf team is what Hodge has accomplished since her arrival on campus in September.  The finance major 
has earned Dean’s List academic honors in both of her first two semesters and has been in the Seminoles’ starting 
lineup throughout the spring.   

 
Hodge helped the Seminoles climb to the nation’s No. 1 ranking (for two weeks in March), win two regular 

season tournament championships (at the Florida State Match Up and the Pinetree Collegiate), finish as the runners-
up in the ACC Championship, and earn the championship at last week’s NCAA Regional Championship in Louisville.  
Along the way, she earned two top-15 individual finishes and a 74.50 stroke average.   

 
Hodge has succeeded as a freshman because of her determination to become more patient, learning how 

to manage her time and her ability to strike a balance between being a student and a golfer.  The maturity she has 
displayed has been incredible, as she has added the responsibility of being away from home for the first time. 

 
“I have really enjoyed being on my own for the first time,” said Hodge.  “Being away from home definitely 

has its challenges, but it has really allowed me to grow as a person and learn a lot of important life skills.  Trying to 
manage all the responsibilities of not only being a full time college student but an athlete as well can be 
overwhelming.” 

 
Considering that Hodge arrived at Florida State during the global Covid-19 pandemic, she has done an 

extraordinary job of adjusting to life on campus.   
 



Hodge earned her place in the Seminoles’ lineup and her play this spring has solidified her position.  She 
earned her first career-top 10 finish at the Florida State Match Up and finished in a tie for 15th place in the Pinetree 
Women’s Collegiate.  Her play helped the Seminoles win the team championships in both events.  

 
Hodge’s growth and maturity as a freshman were on full display when she earned a well-played 4&3 win 

over Wake Forest’s Mimi Rhodes in the semifinals of match play at the ACC Championship.  Her win helped send 
Florida State to the ACC match play finals. 

 
“Alice has played a huge role in our success this year,” said Bond.  “She is our only player who has actually 

played in all five positions. Her consistency has allowed our other players to cut it loose and play their best golf. She 
has been a staple for us and has done her job so far this year. She has proven that in match play she is a fierce 
competitor and someone we can really count on to get a win.” 

 
Hodge credits Bond and the Seminole coaching staff with helping her make a seamless transition from high 

school to college both in the course and in the classroom.    
 
“I think one of the most important things I have learned is to have patience,” said Hodge.  “Especially when 

it comes to golf, it is going to take time and patience to see results in your game.  I think adopting a more patient 
mindset has definitely helped me this year.”  

 
She also credits her professors on campus for the strong academic start to her collegiate career.  
 
“The professors in college really seem to appreciate it when you make an effort to get to know them,” said 

Hodge.  “Getting to know your professors and developing good relationships with them is extremely important. I’ve 
also learned that you really get out of a class what you put into it. Your hard work is typically rewarded as long as 
you apply yourself.” 

 
As one of three freshmen in the Seminoles’ lineup throughout the season, Hodge has become a player and 

a person that her teammates have grown to depend on to make big shots.  She’s counted more than 70 percent of 
her scores toward the Seminoles’ team totals.  Hodge’s best single round score of 70 came in the first round of the 
Pinetree Collegiate, and she carded three scores of 73 or better in the Valspar Augusta Invitational.   

 
“Alice is a rock for our team,” said 2021 ACC Golfer of the Year Beatrice Wallin.  “She is always super cool 

and not stressed; she knows what she’s doing and trusts what she is doing.  Alice is funny away from the course, 
she’s a great teammate, and I’m very happy that we get to play and travel with her.” 

 
 One of the many things Hodge has brought to the team is a positive attitude.   
 
“Your attitude can really affect your teammates,” said Hodge.  “I’ve always found it to be extremely 

important to try and stay as positive as possible at practice, while lifting and especially at tournaments. It really helps 
with the team atmosphere.  Our team atmosphere is great.  I also really enjoy how close the men's and women's 
teams are. That relationship is a unique part of the Florida State program.” 

 
 As Hodge and the Seminoles begin play in the NCAA Championship, she says her goals have changed over 
the first nine months of her collegiate career.  
 

“I came into college with few expectations and was curious to see how freshman year went,” said Hodge.  
“I’ve kind of surprised myself and am definitely looking forward to continuing to get better and growing as a player.”  
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