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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (BVM) — Florida State’s Malik Osborne has worked himself into star territory 
throughout his time with the Seminoles program. Although he’s known for his work on the court, there’s 
more to the senior forward than just basketball. 

 
Before donning the garnet and gold and lacing up to play in front of a packed house at the Donald 

L. Tucker Civic Center, Osborne made a name for himself in his hometown of Matteson, Illinois. The town 
30-miles south of Chicago was where Osborne grew up dreaming of one day getting the opportunity to 
grow his knowledge as a player and student at the collegiate level. 

 
“At the time I was growing up, there were a lot of kids my age and or around my age and we were 

doing the same things, playing football, basketball, baseball,” Osborne said. “The city of Matteson was 
like a very family [type] environment. When I was growing up with these guys, they were like brothers to 
me. As we grew up and got older and older, we branched off and started our own lives. We still stay in 
contact to this day… I am very thankful to grow up in that spot.” 
 

Osborne starred at Rich South High School averaging 10.8 points, 7.1 rebounds and 1.6 blocked 
shots during his senior year. His future dreams of playing basketball all come back to his time on the Stars’ 
court. 

 
“They see where I’m at today and you know, they reach out to me all the time talking about how 

crazy it was, how we were just in the parking lot playing basketball and then on the field playing football,” 
Osborne said. “Now they are seeing me on TV and everything.  

 
“When I go back I always make sure I do my rounds and say what’s up to all my boys and make sure that 
we catch up because they saw me before I even became who I am now. It’s definitely great to stay in 
contact with them, those are still my brothers to this day.” 
 

Following his senior season, Osborne did not receive the offers he wanted, but that was not going 
to stop him from reaching the goals he had worked towards his whole life.  

 
In 2017, Osborne set his eyes on a season at Don Bosco Prep Academy in Park Forest, Illinois to 

help him grow as a player and allow himself to garner more attention. Like former Seminole and first round 
draft pick in the 2019 NBA Draft, Mfiondu Kabengele.  
 

From Don Bosco Prep Academy, Osborne had one more stop before making his way to Tallahassee. 
Playing at Rice University in Houston, Texas, Osborne averaged 9.0 points, 6.5 rebounds and three double-
doubles in 31 games his freshman season. Osborne looked to be a very bright part of the Owls’ basketball 
program’s future, but after his freshman season at Rice, Osborne knew he would have to take a risk. He 
would enter the transfer portal following the conclusion of the season.  

 
When Osborne entered the transfer portal from Rice, he received interest from a number of Division I 
programs. He had his eyes set on three, Wisconsin, San Diego State, and Florida State. In the end Osborne 
found his forever home in Tallahassee with the Florida State Seminoles.  
 
“I made my change from Rice to Florida State mainly for personal reasons,” Osborne said. “I really wanted 
to test myself against the best in the country. I know I was in Conference USA, they have a lot of good 



talent [with] teams like Marshall, Old Dominion, and Middle Tennessee. Teams that have been to March 
Madness before and have passed the first and second round on multiple occasions.  

“That was good competition but I definitely wanted to be some place where I was going up against 
NBA prospects because I knew, if I wanted to be one, I’d have to go up against these guys on a consistent 
basis.” 
 

Osborne did just that when he arrived on campus in Tallahassee going up against a plethora of 
talent on the Florida State roster. Many of the names you see regularly in an NBA uniform played alongside 
the Seminoles’ senior like Terance Mann, Devin Vassell, Patrick Williams, and Scottie Barnes. 
 

In their time together as teammates, they have taught Osborne something more important than 
just how to improve his shot or his ability to box out. They taught him what it takes to win.  
 

“I realized how hard it was to win,” Osborne said. “Growing through the system and seeing players 
and leaders like Terance Mann, Phil Cofer, Trent Forest and seeing these guys and how they conducted 
themselves and what they did to win. It made it a lot easier for me to understand what it takes to win and 
not only just understand but pass on that knowledge to these younger guys so they know what it takes as 
well so we all can win.” 

 
Why are all these great players coming to Tallahassee, Florida? Three time ACC Coach of the Year 

and Florida State’s all-time winningest coach in Leonard Hamilton is the reason. Playing under Hamilton 
has left a lasting impact on Osborne, not only on the court but also off it. 

 
“Playing for Coach Ham, I realized, the best thing about him is he is a player’s coach,” Osborne 

said. “He puts himself second and that’s just something you don’t see out of a lot of coaches, especially a 
coach of his caliber. He humbles himself to the point where it humbles the rest of the team. That alone 
just wants to make you play extremely hard for him. He is putting you before himself, almost like a parental 
figure.” 

 
The lessons that Coach Hamilton is teaching these men is far more important than basketball. 

Osborne’s career at Florida State has been impacted far more than just on the court.  
 
Last April, Osborne completed his first degree in social science and is in the process of getting a 

second degree in broadcasting and journalism.  
 

“One of those things I kind of realized as life was going on for me, especially in college, was that I 
have the potential to really be pretty solid as an analyst or a broadcaster,” Osborne said. “That has been 
introduced to me quite a few times and that is something I kind of want to pursue later on after my career. 
I always tell people I want to be like Shaq, to the point it’s almost annoying [to others].” 

 
Osborne and the Seminoles kicked off their season hosting the Penn Quakers, a team that hadn’t 

played in 20 months due to COVID-19. The senior forward finished with 18 points to open the season. 
 

“You guys are in for a treat just like you are every year,” Osborne said of the Seminoles upcoming 
season. “This is going to be one of those special teams and I can’t wait to show you guys and the team is 
eager to show you guys as much as me”  
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