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Duke Head Coach Mike Krzyzewksi 
 
Opening Statement 
“It was a tremendous basketball game. Great crowd, two teams that played their hearts out. I thought it was the 
most physical game we’ve been in. They knocked us back for most of the first half, and at the end of the first half we 
took some control. And then right away at the start of the second half, they dominated those first four minutes and 
set a tone where we could’ve been knocked out. We kind of hung in there, and in the last seven-eight minutes, we 
changed defenses. That gave us a little bit of rest and I thought it slowed down the momentum of the game. The 
momentum of the game was definitely going in their favor for most of the game. Our kids fought like crazy and I 
thought (RayQuan) Evans made a really tough shot to tie the game, but that’s what he does. He’s a veteran with a 
big-time shot, and then he made big-time free throws to close out the overtime. (Caleb) Mills made a huge three in 
the overtime. [It was a] tough loss for us. Congratulations to them – Leonard (Hamilton’s) team played their hearts 
out. Trevor [Keels], we think it’s not a knee, it’s a calf injury, but we don’t know the extent of it.”  
 
On finding rhythm offensively late in the second half 
“I thought their defense dominated our offense. During the time that you’re mentioning, I thought Jeremy Roach 
really played one of his best games and was really strong with the ball, and so was Paolo (Banchero). We were just 
much stronger with the ball during that time period and made really good plays as a result of it. It was really not kind 
of an x and o game – they’re going to take you out of every play, so you’ve got to make plays. I thought we started 
making plays and Jeremy and Paolo were a key to that.”  
 
On what impact the crowd had on the game 
“I think that the crowd had an impact on how much harder even Florida State played. Not that we were nervous or 
anything – I think it, just like in Cameron, when you’re going, you’re playing hard and the crowd is going, it makes 
you go harder. Florida State’s depth and their physicality – they played hard and it was tough to get entry passes. It 
was tough to run plays against them. I don’t think our guys were nervous at all. I just think it was a great environment 
and when you’re in that type of environment and you’re the road team, the home team benefits from that, which is 
why it’s tough to win on the road.” 
 
That final play of overtime when Wendell (Moore Jr., was taking that final shot, is that what you were looking 
for? Is that what you called during your timeout? Were you looking for anything else outside of that?  
“There wasn’t a timeout. There was two free throws. So basically, you have a chance to advance the ball against the 
defense that’s not set, or is being set. And you want to try to get something to the basket. It went down, Paolo 
(Banchero) should have gotten it. Wendell went, and you have to try to take it all the way. You’re looking for a foul 
shot. I’m not saying he was fouled, don’t get me wrong. But when you go to the basket like that, you’re looking to 
score, whether it be on the shot or you get a foul. It was tough. I’m not saying it wasn’t the right call, but to get that 
block was a tough way to lose the game. And from those free throws to a block…we were trying to go get a bucket 
or get fouled. And again, I’m not saying we were fouled. We were not. That’s what we were attempting to do.”  
 
But you are saying that you wanted Paolo to get the ball in that situation?  
 “No, either one of them. They are both really good players. Paolo (Banchero) is playing great, but what Wendell 
(Moore, Jr) did was fine.”   
  
 
 
 



Q: You said that this was the most physical game you’ve played this year…it knocked you guys back. Given the 
way you responded down the stretch, what positives do you think you could take away moving forward from 
playing a game this physical?  
“I think the only way you learn is through experience. You can’t replicate that in a practice session. You’re not going 
to play against anybody that good in a practice session. That’s part of the growth process. We have a lot of young 
guys…they have a lot of young guys, too. The veterans really gave them a great base. They had a really great first 
half, actually had a great game as some freshman. You really have to learn from being in these situations, this type 
of thing, and move forward.”  
  
19-7 disparity in offensive rebounding…a factor of Florida State’s length or something else involved?  
“They (Florida State) and (NC) State are the 2 best offensive rebounding teams in our conference. We knew that 
coming in. They knew that we gave up 22 against (NC) State in our last game. As good as they are, they’re going to 
go even harder. Really, at the start of the game, and especially at the start of the second half, we gave up multiple 
offensive rebounds. That could have knocked us out for the rest of the game, and it didn’t. But, a lot of those 
rebounds came during those first four minutes of the first half and the first four minutes of the second half. It’s 
something that we’re working on, that we have to get better at. The defensive rebounds are a culmination of a good 
defensive exchange. And our defense was pretty good, but when you give out shots afterwards, second and third 
shot, obviously it’s not a thing you want to do.” 
 


