
Florida State Basketball Guard Anthony Polite Embracing Challenge Of New Leadership Role 
By Curt Weiler 
Tallahassee Democrat 
January 3, 2022 
 
During his time with the Florida State basketball team, Anthony Polite has had the chance to learn how to lead from 
some FSU greats. 
 
Over his first few years, he learned under the wing of guys like Phil Cofer and Terance Mann. More recently, Trent 
Forrest and M.J. Walker have showed Polite what it takes to be a leader of a contending ACC program. 
 
Now, Polite, a fifth-year senior finds himself as one of the elder statesmen of the Seminoles' basketball program. 
That has presented a new challenge for Polite, who leads FSU into its game at Wake Forest Tuesday at 7 p.m. on the 
regional Bally Sports networks. 
 
"It was definitely a change. I worked hard for this and it's something that I've been wanting, to be in this position," 
Polite told the Democrat. 
 
"Just listening and seeing what Trent and Terance and all who were here before me, what they were able to do. 
Now me being in this position and being able to teach the younger guys things on and off the court is definitely a 
good feeling." 
 
After his father Michael played at FSU from 1988 to 1991, Anthony has carved out quite a nice career with the 
Seminoles. His appearance against Wake Forest will be the 95th of his career as he nears his 100th career 
appearance, which should come later this month and will move him past his father's 99 career appearances at FSU. 
Were it not for the various cancellations and drastic ways that COVID-19 has affected college basketball over the last 
three seasons, Polite would likely be in contention to have played the most games in FSU basketball history by the 
time his career ends. 
 
Polite has proven himself to be an elite three-and-defense guard for the Seminoles, but his newfound leadership 
role marked a major step and a new mountain to climb for the Lugano, Switzerland native. 
 
"He's always had kind of a support role and so now he's put in a position where he has to exercise his position as 
one of the elder statesman on our team and that's a challenge. That's an adjustment that guys go through," FSU 
head coach Leonard Hamilton said of Polite. 
 
"I have to say he's leading by example. He's such an unselfish guy that we've had to prod him to be a little bit more 
aggressive offensively. We all know he rebounds and defends very well, but he's unselfish, tries to be a team guy. 
This particular edition of Seminole basketball, we need to be a little more aggressive offensively than what he's been 
in the past and that's a little bit of a challenge for him." 
 
Throughout stretches of his FSU career, Polite has shown his ability as one of the best three-point shooters in the 
ACC. Last season, he made 34 of his 78 threes (43.6%). That was the 10th best three-point shooting percentage in a 
season in FSU history and would have been a top-ten percentage nationally if he had taken enough threes to be 
eligible. 
 
He hasn't found the same success from the perimeter early in his redshirt senior season. Through 12 games this 
season, Polite has made 12 of 41 threes (29.3%). 
 
The good news for both Polite and FSU is that there does seem to be a light at the end of the shooting slump tunnel. 
After a seven-game stretch where Polite was 5 of 27 (18.5%) from outside the arc, he's made 4 of 10 three-pointers 
(40%) over the last three games. 



 
His biggest performance came with him scoring a career-high 25 points on 10 of 14 shooting in the Seminoles' 
runaway win over Lipscomb back on Dec. 15, the last game before FSU's COVID shutdown. 
 
"I've been in the gym all summer and I just know that I've just got to keep shooting," Polite said. 
 
"All my teammates tell me that I'm a really good shooter and they just support me and they know that if I'm open, 
they trust me to knock the shot down. I've just got to shoot with confidence and not really worry about the 
outcome." 
 
For Polite, it's been quite an interesting season to step into his new role. The Seminoles' situation with six newcomers 
on this year's team has forced them to throw a number of new faces into the fire of top-tier college basketball 
immediately. 
 
This situation has led to some early-season bumps for the Seminoles, but Polite is confident it could lead to a notable 
in-season improvement as well as the season progresses and these newcomers grow more comfortable. 
 
"We're definitely have a team where it's two different ends of the spectrum. We have a lot of returning guards and 
then a lot of new guys," Polite said. 
 
"To start the season, we were able to see a little bit of our struggles, but I feel like with the new guys, the younger 
guys getting more experience, they've gotten a lot better." 
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