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 WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (seminoles.com) – During the spring of 2021, Florida State’s RayQuan Evans was 
working through a life-changing decision.   
 
 Evans had just earned his bachelor’s degree in Social Science and successfully completed his college 
education.  He had walked across the graduation stage and shook the hand of then Florida State University President, 
John Thrasher.   
 

Only a month before, he had played in the NCAA Tournament for the first time in his career and participated 
in Senior Day ceremonies with his Seminole teammates.  He had walked to center court at the Donald L. Tucker 
Center and shook the hand of Florida State’s Leonard Hamilton, the winningest basketball coach in school history.  
 
 In October of 2020, the NCAA had granted fall and winter sport athletes an extra year of eligibility, whether 
they had competed during their 2020-21 seasons or not.  What the rule meant was that student-athletes now had 
the flexibility to compete during their 2020-21 seasons, as well as to return for an additional year of competition. 
 
 Evans continues his “super senior” season on Tuesday night at the Lawrence Joel Coliseum as the Seminoles 
travel to play at Wake Forest in an important ACC contest.  The game is set to begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be broadcast 
nationally on Bally Sports and Bally Sport Sun in Tallahassee.   
 
 For Evans, who had started 18 games, and led the Seminoles to the Sweet 16 of the NCAA Tournament 
along with to the ACC Tournament Championship game and completed his degree requirements, the decision to 
return for an extra year of education and basketball was an easy one to make.   
 
 “I came back to continue to grow as a player and as a man,” said Evans.  “Being at Florida State University 
has helped me develop my character, but most importantly has taught me about life.” 
 
 Evans arrived at Florida State in the summer of 2019 after having earned his Associates Degree in Graphic 
Design at North Idaho College.   
 

He helped the Seminoles to a 26-5 overall record and a 16-4 record in ACC play in his first season in 
Tallahassee.  Evans averaged nearly 12 minutes played per game in leading the Seminoles to the first regular season 
ACC Championship in school history.  The Seminoles’ 16 wins in ACC play established a school record for ACC regular 
season wins.   

 
Before ACC Tournament play for the Seminoles began in 2020, the tournament was over because of the 

onset of the Covid pandemic.  Though Florida State won the ACC Championship, its hopes at a national championship 
were dashed when the NCAA Tournament was also cancelled before it began.   

 
Thinking that his collegiate playing days were over, Evans turned a tough situation into one that will benefit 

him for the rest of his life.   
 
“Another reason I came back to Florida State for another year was to pursue another degree,” said Evans. 
 
Evans is now working on completing his third college degree and is growing close to earning a second 

Bachelor’s Degree from Florida State in International Affairs.    
 



 “It’s very important to be to able set an example for younger kids that school is very important,” said Evans.  
“If all else fails with sports, you have your degrees to rely on. It’s very important to me. I’m very thankful to have the 
opportunity to have multiple degrees. It means a lot to me and my family.”   
 
 Evans, who admittedly didn’t focus on academics in high school because he thought basketball would get 
him to where he wanted to be, is now in charge of his own destiny as he works towards his third college degree.   
 
 The idea of earning a third degree will be a significant accomplishment to present to his mother, Lavern Old 
Elk.   
 
 “I’ve always told my boys to be better than me, to go further than me,” said Old Elk.  “With a degree, doors 
will open for you. RayQuan has exceeded that and accomplished so much more (than I ever prayed he would).  It’s 
astounding how the love of basketball has provided my son an opportunity to attend one of the top universities in 
the nation and play for a highly respected person in Coach Hamilton.” 
 
 Evans has continued to embrace one of the tenets set forth by Hamilton for his program.  Nearly all of the 
Seminole players Hamilton has coached through four years of college (72 of 74, .973 percent) have earned their 
degrees. 
 
 “RayQuan is a very humble, hard-working player who has been an added bonus to our team this season,” 
said Hamilton.  “As one of our older and more mature players, he exhibits a great influence over the younger players 
on our team.  His influence was a significant help during the summer and early part of our season in helping our 
newcomers become acclimated to our system and to our culture.  I expect that influence to continue to grow as we 
get deeper into our ACC schedule.” 
 
 Old Elk echoes Hamilton’s sentiments.   
 
 “The coaches work the team athletically but also instill the importance of academics, and because of that, 
they leave with degrees. I’m so proud of my son. He’s a great role model not only for my family but others as well.” 
 
 As Florida State’s starting point guard again this season, Evans has realized an increase in overall statistics 
as well as influence on the success of the team. 
 
 Evans is ranked among the top-15 in the ACC in steals (a career-high 1.7 spg) and among the top 15 in 
blocked shots (a career-high 0.9 bpg) while averaging a career-high 6.9 points scored per game.  He already has a 
single-season career-high 15 steals through just his first nine games of the season along with a single-season career-
high eight blocked shots.   
 
 As he reflects on his decision during the spring of 2021, it turns out that his decision was an easy one.   
 
 “I have great teammates and a great coaching staff, so the decision to come back was not a hard one at 
all.”  
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