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If Florida State needs clutch free throws at the end of a close game, RayQuan Evans will likely deliver. 
 
The fifth-year senior guard’s stats from the line this season are beyond impressive. He’s 13 of 13 in the last minute. 
He’s made 40 of his last 43 attempts. And late free throws from Evans helped the Seminoles seal tight wins over 
Miami (65-64), Syracuse (76-71), Duke (79-78 in overtime), Clemson (81-80) and Notre Dame (74-70). 
 
Evans will play in his final home game at the Tucker Civic Center when FSU (16-13, 9-10 ACC) hosts NC State (11-19, 
4-15) at 2 p.m. Saturday. Guards Anthony Polite, Wyatt Wilkes and Justin Lindner, forwards Malik Osborne and 
Harrison Prieto, and center Tanor Ngom also will be recognized on Senior Day. 
 
For Evans, his emergence and late-game brilliance this season should be how his three-year Seminole career is 
remembered.  
 
“If you notice any time we’ve needed a basket in certain circumstances, he has always stepped up and came through 
for us,” FSU head coach Leonard Hamilton said. “But because of his humility and confidence he has in himself and 
his character, he has always seemed to step up to the line in those moments and come through for us.” 
 
The Seminoles needed leadership after they lost practically all of their significant contributors to injury. Cam’Ron 
Fletcher was the latest to join that group. Hamilton said he expects the sophomore guard to be out for the season 
after undergoing thumb surgery on Friday. 
 
Throughout conference play, Evans has helped fill that void and emerged as a go-to guy during crunch time. His best 
performance came against Clemson last month. He tallied a career-high 28 points on 7 of 13 shooting and 12 of 13 
free throws.  
 
“I don’t really think too much about it. I just stick to my normal routine and shoot my free throws,” Evans told the 
Democrat. “I try to get the ball in my hands as much as I can, but that’s just me feeling like I can seal games. I have 
confidence in my other teammates, but I think it’s just who I am. In late game situations, I want the ball in my hands.  
 
“Throughout the season in some of our close games, that’s how it ended up. That also comes from the confidence 
of the coaching staff and my teammates.  
 
“My teammates love to talk about it. They love to give me that confidence. So that makes me more confident going 
into those situations.” 
 
RayQuan Evans’ progression to leader 
After transferring to FSU before the 2020 season, Evans needed time to adjust. 
 
Evans spent childhood in a much different environment. He graduated from Billings (Mont.) Skyview before playing 
two seasons at North Idaho College. 
 
“The transition to Florida was really different for me,” Evans said. “It was really different, because it’s a bigger place. 
Florida is huge. It was the first time I had ever been to Florida. I had to adjust to the humidity and how many people 
were on campus. How many people were in my classrooms. It was just a whole different adjustment. But after about 
a year, I kind of got used to it.” 
 
In his first season with the Seminoles, Evans played in limited fashion behind former starting point guard Trent 
Forrest. Evans eventually became FSU’s starter during the final half of last season.  



 
But he never quite displayed the leadership that he is now. 
 
“Because he was kind of quiet and humble, assuming a leadership role wasn’t always easy for him,” Hamilton said. 
“Because he’s been a guy who has always tried to do what is right and lead by example, not necessarily what he says 
verbally. But as the team has needed more of his leadership, I’m seeing him emerging as probably more of a vocal 
leader. A guy who accepts challenges and also challenges his teammates. He’s been extremely consistent.” 
The way Evans handled the death of his older brother, Tye Lafranier, last November especially inspired his 
teammates.  
 
“A youngster losing his brother and going out and not wanting to disappoint his teammates, going out and playing, 
and playing well, that speaks an awful lot about this guy. He is special,” Hamilton said.  
 
“He has that 'it factor' that he’s going to be a great husband, a great father, a great neighbor. He’s going to be a 
citizen that everybody would love to be associated with. His neighbors are going to love him.  
 
“Wherever he plays when he leaves, they are going to respect him. He’s just one of those guys who has that 'it factor' 
that you can’t really find a way to explain.” 
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