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Beatrice Wallin made quite the impression in the final home event of her prestigious Florida State golf career this 
week. 
 
The senior from Olofstrop, Sweden became the first player in FSU women's golf history to win an NCAA regional 
outright, shooting 6-under par over the three-round event to beat Florida Atlantic's Letizia Bagnoli by one stroke. 
When she hit a clutch four-foot putt to clinch the individual championship, her teammates rushed toward her, 
drenching her with water in celebration. FSU had won the Tallahassee Regional at Seminole Legacy Golf Club, and 
Wallin had made some program history to help make it happen. 
 
As if the moment wasn't sweet enough for Wallin, the cherry on top was that her parents, Veronika and Christer 
Wallin, were there in person to see it. 
 
It was the first time in her four-year collegiate career that they made the nearly 5,000-mile journey from Sweden to 
the United States to see her represent the Seminoles. 
 
Normally, their best option is keeping track of their daughter and her team's performance on their phones or 
computers via GolfStat. 
 
But this trip, which had been in the works since January, gave them a front-row seat to one of Beatrice's career 
highlights. 
 
They were there when she was a co-leader after Monday's first round and when she surged into a big lead early in 
Tuesday's second round. 
 
They were there when she fell off late Tuesday, trailing by two strokes entering the final round. 
 
And, thankfully for them, they were there when she shot 5-under par in Wednesday's final round, surging into the 
lead early and holding on for the third individual championship of her impressive FSU career. 
 
"Having them here and having them see me play golf, it's been awhile. It means a lot for me, having them there, 
seeing them give me applause," Beatrice Wallin told the Democrat. 
 
 
"I guess it's different to see it in person than watching on a screen." 
 
Beatrice's journey to golf, FSU 
While Wallin has established herself as a premier college golfer, her parents didn't think that was the sport she was 
destined to play. 
 
Both of them were swimmers. Christer represented Sweden in the 1988, 1992 and 1996 Summer Olympics, winning 
silver medals in Barcelona (1992) and Atlanta (1996) as part of his country's 4x200-meter freestyle relay team. 
 
So naturally, the Wallins started Beatrice and her brother Rickard in swimming. 
 
"I enjoyed it in the beginning when I was kind of good at it, but then everybody caught up with me and I was like, 
'Nah, I don't want to do this,'" Beatrice said. 
 
"My brother picked up golf and then I started and then they started a few years after that." 



 
As it turned out, this was definitely a wise move. 
 
With time, Wallin became one of the best amateur golfers in Sweden. She won the individual championship at 
the European ANNIKA Invitational in 2016 and racked up top-five finishes across Europe in amateur events. 
 
Along with future FSU teammate Frida Kinhult, she helped the Swedish National Team win the 2017 European Girl’s 
Championship in Finland. 
 
When it came time to consider colleges, there were plenty of options. But FSU stood out. It helped that Kinhult, who 
was from about 90 minutes away from her hometown, was also heading to Tallahassee. 
 
While this week was the first time Veronika and Christer watched their daughter play for FSU, it wasn't their first 
visit to the campus. They came with her on her official visit as a recruit and also helped her move to campus ahead 
of the start of the 2018-19 school year. 
 
That move-in came shortly after Veronika caddied for Beatrice as she competed in the U.S. Amateur Championship 
in Kingston Springs, Tenn. 
 
"It was a lot of walking and in the end, (my mom) had so many blisters on her feet. It was a long week, but it was a 
lot of fun," Beatrice said of competing in that event. 
 
One full year 
It's easier now for Beatrice to reflect on how much she struggled early in her time at FSU. 
 
In a new country surrounded by people who spoke a language she wasn't very comfortable speaking, she retreated 
a bit into a shell. She had Kinhult, her roommate and a fellow Swede who gave her a bit of that home feeling, but 
she remembers calling her parents a few months into her FSU tenure and telling them she wanted to come home. 
 
"Her first Thanksgiving, she called home to us and was like, 'This is not for me. I'm coming home. It's much better at 
home,'" Veronika told the Democrat. 
 
"We had talked to the Swedish national coach, and we told her she had to stay (at FSU) for at least one full year then 
you can decide." 
 
For all parties involved, it's very good that the Wallins were firm with their rule and didn't let Beatrice leave just 
months after she got to FSU. 
 
In each of her three full seasons at FSU which were not interrupted by the coronavirus pandemic, Wallin earned an 
All-ACC honor. Her 72.07 career stroke average is the second-best in program history behind only Kinhult. 
 
She's helped FSU win NCAA regionals in each of her final two seasons -- the first two regional championships in 
program history -- and became the first college graduate in her family at the end of the spring semester last month. 
 
Away from FSU, Wallin has competed in each of the first three Women’s Amateur at Augusta National events, 
finishing in the top 10 of all three and peaking at tied for fourth in this year's event. 
 
"I feel like me and Frida (Kinhult) called home every other day (as freshmen) and cried and said we didn't want to do 
this. (My parents) were just being supportive and telling me to give it a chance," Beatrice said. 
 
"I'm super glad I did because I've grown as a person so much and as a golfer. I ended up going four years instead of 
just one." 
 



 
Growth in all phases 
In her nearly 12 years at FSU, head coach Amy Bond has had the chance to coach a lot of promising golfers. 
As Wallin's career nears its conclusion -- she's choosing not to use her COVID year of eligibility -- Bond reflected on 
a player unlike any she has ever coached. 
 
"The other night, we had our end of the year banquet and one of the things I said is she's probably grown more in 
her career off the golf course than any other player I've ever had. She went from a shy young lady from Sweden to 
really an outgoing player who can inspire her teammates. She's no longer afraid to speak in public and to me that's 
a big deal..." Bond said of Wallin. 
 
"It's something truly special. For her to commit to us and stay all four years and graduate, to put an exclamation 
point on her career by winning a regional, I really can't put it into words. If I think about it too long, I'll cry. She's a 
special young lady. I'm certainly going to miss her." 
 
While Kinhult was a nice safety blanket for Wallin early in her FSU career, she left FSU after two seasons, getting a 
head start on her professional golf career. This forced Wallin to really come out of her shell. 
 
"I was kind of forced to speak more and rely on myself. It helped me when she moved on with professional golf. I 
had to be my own person and speak more English," Beatrice said. 
 
The Wallin’s can't help but laugh now at Beatrice's first English interviews. Her understanding of the language was 
quite limited, and she referred to most things as amazing, lacking a diverse vocabulary in her second language. 
After a speech class and four years at FSU, Wallin's English has come extraordinarily far. She's even helped her 
parents a great deal with the language. 
 
"When we came back after four years, (she was) totally different," Christer Wallin told the Democrat. 
 
"Now, she's taking care of us. It's a big difference," Veronika added. 
 
From Beatrice's occasional visits back home during her college career, the Wallins have seen glimpses of how their 
daughter has grown. 
 
But it wasn't until this first trip in years to Tallahassee -- the place that has shaped her in so many ways -- that they 
got to see Beatrice in her element. 
 
"We are so thankful for FSU and everything here in the USA because it's so easy to live and you can develop as a 
person, socially, everything. We are so grateful. I think the whole team has been amazing..." Veronika said. 
 
"I think she's been doing a great job with school, with golf, she's a really good teammate. She really likes this place. 
We saw it today when she was playing. She's so happy and cheering for everyone. We're so grateful." 
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