
 
 
Game 1 – NCAA Softball Tallahassee Regional 
SCORE USF 4, Mississippi State 0 
 
Mississippi State Quotes 
 
 
Samantha Ricketts Head Coach: 
 
Opening Statement: 
“Credit to South Florida, we knew coming in that they were one of, if not, the best 
three seed in this tournament and Georgina Clark, top three finalist for National 
Player of the Year and she showed why. I think she did a great job, exactly what you 
would expect out of a seasoned pitcher like that. I thought we did a good job getting 
runners on base, we just couldn't really get them past second base there early on, 
some double plays and things that really kind of killed our momentum. I like the 
way we were able to compete particularly there in the seventh, and just try to mix it 
up, not give their offense too many looks at our pitchers, trying to use everyone. I 
think we had some nerves early one, but I like the way we settled in, and I expect us 
to come back tomorrow and really be able to compete, and just to go out there all 
out and not lose. You are not worried about the outcome, just really make sure that 
we’re playing with nothing to lose and just playing our best ball.”  
 
On having resilience heading into an elimination game tomorrow: 
“I think we are prepared for that. I think we’ve really been through the trenches this 
year and started off with our first weekend out and just how much we’ve grown and 
the tough schedule that we’ve faced, whether it was preseason or SEC play. We’ve 
been through the grind. We know what it's like to have our backs against the wall. In 
particularly, the returners on this team that were in this squad last year, and we 
know what it's like to have to fight and claw our way into the postseason; we’ve 
been there too. I’m excited to see the bounce back, I think that's something we’ve 
done particularly well through SEC play is after loss come back with a vengeance 
and ready to really compete and get after it. Doing it for each other, doing it for the 
person their left and right, and not so much putting the pressure on ourselves but 
enjoying the game, enjoying their teammates, and enjoying the moment. I think that 
is something that we have done a good job of throughout the last few weeks, and I 
am excited to see what that looks like tomorrow.” 
 
 
Annie Willis, Pitcher: 



 
On being drafted before the game: 
 
“It’s kind of like a dream come true. As a little girl, I think every little girl growing up 
playing softball would dream of playing pro ball and it is such a rarity in women’s 
sports everywhere to get that opportunity, so being given that opportunity is just 
something I would've never imagined and so I'm very excited for it.” 
 
Chloe Malau’ulu, Outfielder 
 
On playing in the SEC has prepared MSU for the NCAA Tournament: 
 
“Absolutely, every weekend is a grind, especially being in the SEC, just the toughest 
conference in the country. I think that it's really set us up for success, I know that 
with this first loss, it takes us a tougher route to get to the championship game. 
However, I think that with this season, in general, and just being in the SEC, it 
definitely puts us in a good spot moving forward.” 
 


