
 
 
Game 7 – NCAA Softball Tallahassee Regional 
SCORE Mississippi State 4, Florida State 3 
 
MSU Quotes  
 
 
Samantha Ricketts Head Coach: 
 
Opening Statement: 
“Just so proud of this team, these young women, these two up here, it's been a goal. 
It's why they both chose Mississippi State to make history for this program to do 
something that's never done been before and to be able to go to our very first Super 
Regional, there’s really not any words it was a full team effort. I thought they 
believed, they bought in. Everybody was pulling the same direction on the rope all 
day long. The energy from everyone running in whether it was defensive 
replacements or the ones leading the cheers and energy in the dugout, Annie 
(Willis), Aspen (Wesley), Kenley (Hawk) giving us everything they have on the 
mound, giving us a chance. That's a great, great program over there (Florida State). 
Great team. You always hate to see the seniors -- just some storied seniors on that 
team and in that program that they know how to win you know, they've got national 
championship. I've got a lot of respect for Lonni (Alameda) for this program for 
everything they do and how they do it. I think they do it the right way, so to be able 
to go out there and compete with them and not just to compete, but to win and to 
believe that we could win. I think it's just a huge moment for this program, for 
Mississippi State softball, and for the Bulldogs. And I'm just so proud to be their 
coach. I'm so proud for these two (Annie Willis and Mia Davidson) and I'm so proud 
for the all the women on this in this team in the dugout.” 
 
On winning four straight road games to make the Super Regional: 
“I think it's just the mentality that this group has had. From the very first weekend 
out, it's been, why not us?  Nobody's going to pick us everybody's going to count us 
out and that’s good. We don't want anyone to pick us. It's us against the world. And 
they've really bought into that belief and know that as long as everybody in that 
dugout all 24 bought in that's all we need. And I think to be able to start that way, 
the first weekend out against some tough competition and really learned some 
lessons along the way whether it was from the Oklahoma game, the UCLA games we 
played out in California, through the SEC season, another tough season for us 
playing a lot of good teams in the conference. Again, people didn't expect us to go 
down to Florida and take a game from them, people didn’t expect us take a series 



from Missouri, whoever it was. But they've always believed, they bought in, and 
they've just really worked for this moment. All year long, not just this season, but 
you know, it starts in the offseason started after finishing in a regional final last year. 
And we knew that this was the goal to do something we hadn't done before. So, I 
think just that belief, the leadership from these two, from Chloe (Malau’ulu), our 
captains, has really been what's been setting us up for this weekend.” 
 
On the pitching today:  
“Just so proud of them. I don't even have words for what they did. I just think 
they've been showing us that all year long, and just the ability to compete, to stay 
poised to stay confident. And one thing they've just done such a great job of is really 
buying into the staff mentality. knowing that it wasn't all on Annie’s shoulders, it 
wasn't all on Aspen's, even having our backs.  Sending Aspen back out there to start 
the game today and didn't work out, so what?  I thought they did a great job of 
picking up the coaches, picking up Aspen for that start, we knew that we were going 
to have to score quite a few runs anyway. But I just think that staff mentality, 
picking each other up, being each other's biggest cheerleaders is really what kind of 
set them up. Annie knew it wasn't just her out there. It was her and that whole staff 
and then her whole defense behind her.” 
 
 
Mia Davidson, Catcher: 
 
On Chloe Malul’ulu’s play this weekend: 
“She has just been hot. She's been hot all the time. You know, you can always put any 
pressure on Chloe and she’s going to get it done. She's one heck of a ball player and 
you just know she's going to get it done no matter what. She's amazing.” 
 
On the thought that this could be her final game: 
“I think it was like she said and like what Ricketts said, why not us? Everybody's 
going to count us out.  We just got to focus on each other and believe in one another. 
And we did and that's all that really we're trying to focus on.” 
 
Annie Willis, Pitcher:  
 
On the teams defense today: 
“Honestly, it gives you all the confidence in the world. That's something we've been 
working on very, very intentionally in practice the past few weeks, the whole 
season, but specifically, the past few weeks because we knew we were going to start 
playing tough competition. We were going to continue to face harder and harder 
teams and knowing that that defense is out there behind me, it gives me the ability 
to be calm on the mound and trust that no matter what the outcome is of that pitch 
that I throw, the defense is going to make the play. Even if we mess it up and we 
make an error or whatever we come right and that is all of us all bought in all for 
each other type of mentality.” 
 



On the thought that this could be her final game: 
“Well, before the game, Aspen actually told me ‘I'm not done with you yet.’ So that 
kind of just gave me the confidence that I didn't want to be done with this team yet. 
And I didn't want to be done with my fellow seniors, the coaches, I wasn't ready to 
end my season. And so that gave me the confidence that I knew our team was going 
to make the plays we were going to make it happen and we were going to do it.” 
  


