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Head Coach Leonard Hamilton’s opening statement
“I’ve got to give a lot of credit to Central Florida. I thought that they did a very good job of executing their 
game plan. I think we helped them a lot by not being efficient of the boys as I’d hope that we have been. 
They just fought harder; they were a little more athletic when we were inside. I thought they went after the 
ball with two hands, extremely aggressive. I thought that we made up a lot. Even though we shot the ball 
fairly well, had too many turnovers. Anytime you give up 30 offenses, I rebound as hard for the game. De-
fensively, the second half, I thought we showed a lot more connectivity. Obviously, we down and some of 
our depth is not clearly what we have been in the past, but we have a lot of work to do. We’re not anywhere 
close to executing offensively and as efficiently as I would like to. In the past, I think we’ve had the last 5 to 6 
years, we’ve had 9 different guys lead our team in scoring just about every year. Without moving the ball, but 
I think that you got to give Central Florida a lot of credit for that. I thought they were very patient. I thought 
they really moved the ball. They got the ball to the spots they wanted to. I thought they took advantage of 
some of our inexperience in the first half. I thought they got the ball to the guys who they wanted to drive 
the ball, got to the foul line, got the free-throws, it hurt us real hard on the board. I think if they continue to 
keep growing and getting better, they’re in for a really good season. From our standpoint, they’ve got a lot 
of work to do. We are not nearly representing the teams that we’ve been in the past. This is just a team that’s 
growing, we’ve got a lot of work to do and how we’ll overcome those injuries in terms of Naheem Like he has 
a slight achilles issue. Looks like he’ll probably be out for 6 or 7 weeks recovering for that. Every team goes 
through those periods where it seems you use that one issue, pop and another and this is the period, we are 
going through, through that. We’ll figure out a way how to overcome it and give a full account of ourselves 
hopefully. Congratulations to Central Florida. I thought they did a great job in all phases of the game. I hope 
they have a great season this year.”

Hamilton on what he thought the team did well
“I thought the second half, defensively we were really sharp and did a good job getting in the gaps and we 
had some good stops! We just didn’t come down with the rebound.” 

Hamilton on what the plan is with personnel moving forward
“We need to find a way to be more together, execute better, fight harder and those little things we take for 
granted like blocking out and getting the ball. Obviously, we need a few more defensive drills of blocking 
out.”

Hamilton what the team can improve on
“You gotta move the ball and create high percentage shots for your teammates. I think that’s where we are 
probably struggling the most on the offensive end, not being very efficient creating for each other, allowing 
our system to provide high percentage opportunities for us.” 


