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Darin Green Jr. remembers loving basketball since he was young. 
 
His father played college basketball at George Washington University, while his mom was a high school star. So the 
basketball gene runs rampant through him. 
 
But how early Green showed his love for basketball surprised even his father, Darin Green Sr. 
 
Green Sr. finished playing in a YMCA basketball game when his son was just 3 years old. He was about to experience 
his son’s ability and love for the game. 
 
"After one of my games, my wife put Darin down on the ground and he ran over to the bench," Green Sr. told the 
Democrat. 
 
"And at three years old, you are still kind of clumsy. I rolled the basketball out to try to slow him down because he 
was running so fast. And unbeknownst to me, he actually picked the basketball up and started dribbling with his left 
hand and ran over to me.  
 
"And I was like, 'Whoa, I didn't even know he could do it.' And from that day, on, all the way to the point where we 
got in the car until we got home, he literally slept with that basketball. The ball was probably bigger than he was. It 
was certainly bigger than his head." 
 
Green Jr., who is coming off a 24-point performance in an upset road victory over Pittsburgh on Saturday, will look 
to push the Seminoles' (7-13, 5-4 ACC) win streak to a season-high three games when they square off against rival 
Miami (15-4, 6-3) at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Donald L. Tucker Civic Center. 
 
The younger Green is in his first year with the Seminoles after transferring from UCF. He is averaging 14.6 points, 3.1 
rebounds and 2.1 assists. He is shooting 42% from 3-point range and 90% from the free throw line, all while averaging 
34.1 minutes per game. 
 
Part of the reason Green Jr. chose FSU as his destination is the hope to take his game to the next level and reach the 
NBA. 
 
"(Head) coach (Leonard) Hamilton and (associate head) coach (Stan) Jones trust me, and they don't hold me back," 
Green Jr. told the Democrat. "I'm not saying UCF held me back, but I'm in a situation where this offensive system 
allows more. 
 
"And then of course on the defensive end, we play 94 feet and pressure, everything. So, that allows me to show  
 
3-point shooting first 
Green Sr. played at George Washington from 1994-98. He averaged 3.1 points per game in 89 career games. 
The elder Green saw his playing career impacted by leg injuries. He was an athletic player who made his name with 
dunks and later developed a jump shot. 
 
So for Green Sr., he wanted his son to develop his jump shot before anything else. 
 
"That's why he taught me how to shoot first so early," Green Jr. said. "Because the athleticism will come as I grow. 
And then that your athleticism can be taken away from you, but my shot I have that for much longer." 
 



The first lesson for shooting form came early and with an out-of-the-box idea. 
 
A few days following Jr.'s birthday, a few helium balloons that went to the ceiling started losing air and fell to the 
ground. Green Sr. found an innovative game for him and his son to play. 
 
"What I did was, I actually took one of those balloons and I used it as a basketball. I would shoot it to him right and 
do the motion so that he could see the arc and the follow through and wait for the balloon to come down, and he 
had to catch it. And he had to shoot it to me the same way," Green Sr. said. 
 
"So that's how he worked on his form, which is pretty interesting. What is so funny is I never knew that that was  
 
Kicked out by father/coach 
It wasn't always fun and games between father and son. Green Jr. will never argue with referees during a game, but 
that's due to a consequence of a mistake he made when he was 9 during an AAU game. 
 
"My dad threw me out of the gym, in the middle of a game." Green Jr. said. "He literally kicked me out of the gym. I 
was talking back to a referee. He didn't like it. I remember I tried to say something back to one of the assistant 
coaches. He kicked me out and told me to go sit in the stands with my mom. 
 
"He gave it to me young, so that way I know not to do it now. That's why I don't say much too much to the refs now." 
 
Green Sr. said a couple of his players were complaining about calls from the refs during the first half, so he told them 
anyone who spoke back would be thrown out. 
 
"And lo and behold, it's my son that comes out in the second half who had never done anything like this before," 
Green Sr. said. "I had to make the decision, right, like, I can't go back on that. So I said, 'No, not only do you go in the 
stands, you go up in the stands with mommy and then you go sit outside the car.' 
 
"Needless to say my wife was pretty mad at me, but the good thing is he's never talked back to a referee ever. Ever 
since we can laugh at it now but he certainly wasn't laughing." 
 
The call in question was a blocking foul call on Green Jr. He however felt he was in a good position to pick up a  
 
Meeting Steph Curry 
Following a move from North Carolina to Florida, Green Jr. fell behind in his grades in the sixth grade. Green Sr. came 
up with a motivational idea to get his son to perform better in the classroom. 
 
Green Sr. worked with former NBA players Dell Curry and Muggsy Bogues at their summer basketball camps in 
Charlotte. He also coached a youth team, one which featured current NBA star, Stephen Curry. 
 
That gave the father an incentive idea. 
 
"I told him, 'Hey man if you do well, you start getting straight A's, I'll take you out to a game and we'll get you to go 
and actually meet Steph Curry since that's your favorite player,'" Green Sr. said. "And so he basically cashed in on it. 
So he went from making lower C's and B's to all A's." 
 
The game turned out to be a Warriors game against the Miami Heat, featuring LeBron James and Dwyane Wade. 
Following the game, Green Jr. got a chance to talk to his favorite player. 
 
"Every shooter could say that they learned from (Curry’s) mechanics and shot, how quick he releases his footwork, 
getting into his shot from different areas on the court," Green Jr. said. "He's known as the greatest  
 
 



Tony's Ice Cream 
Green Jr. took only one visit after he entered the transfer portal: Florida State. 
 
"I tell this joke all the time, coach Ham, he didn't ask me to take a visit. He said, 'You are going to take a visit this 
weekend,'" Green Jr. said. "So I had no choice. So, I just came on my visit, and I liked what I saw." 
 
On his visit, Hamilton and Green Jr. bonded over the fact both his mom and Hamilton came from the same city: 
Gastonia, N.C. 
 
Tony's Ice Cream, a local favorite in Gastonia, was one of the common places both Hamilton and Green Jr. had 
frequented. 
 
"My grandparents still live in Gastonia," Green Jr. said. "So, he and my grandfather actually met each other and they 
know some of the same people. It's just crazy." 
 
Green Jr.'s maternal grandfather, Fred Smith, ran into Hamilton early in the season and the two had a chance to 
catch up. 
 
"From the area we grew up in, it was kind of a tough area," Hamilton said. "Those experiences kind of make who you 
are. I enjoyed talking with his grandfather because we related so much to the same circumstances. I think a lot of 
that toughness and a lot of that grit that you had to exhibit to get through that era and that location it causes you to 
have a different mindset. 
 
"That's the kind of mindset he has. He's a tough guy. He accepts challenges, he makes sacrifices. He's always  
 
NBA aspirations 
Following the 2020 season, Green Jr. entered his name in the NBA draft to hear feedback about his chances to take 
the leap. He was coming off a season averaging 10.1 points per game on 41% 3-point shooting as a freshman with 
the Knights. 
 
It was an opportunity to earn feedback from the league to see what his next steps needed to be. 
 
"They wanted to see more passing and want to see my defensive ability and more creating for myself. They know I 
can shoot the ball well," Green Jr. said. 
 
Outside of the comfortability factor, Green Jr. said getting to the NBA played a factor in his decision to come to 
Tallahassee. 
 
Both father and son said two players Green Jr. has molded his game after are current NBA stars: the Washington 
Wizards' Bradley Beal and New Orleans Pelicans' CJ McCollum. 
 
Green Jr. said he's putting his faith in the coaching staff, which has helped many players get to the league. 
 
"(Coach Hamilton) is always saying we're trying to get somewhere we've never been," Green Jr. said. "But he's been 
there, we have just put it in his hands, and I feel like he can get me where I need to be." 
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